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Threat
Assessment

Those concerns were reiterated throughout the Forum as speakers 
tackled homeland security issues, addressing hard questions about the 
root causes of terrorism, whether another 9/11 is inevitable, and how to 
balance security with liberty. Presented in partnership with The New York 
Times and GSN: Government Security News, Forum sessions were moder-
ated by top broadcast and print journalists. 

In the opening session, co-sponsored with the Institute’s McCloskey 
Speaker Series, Admiral Mullen spoke to The New York Times’ David 

Sanger about the link between 
America’s war against Al Qaeda 
and the Taliban in Afghanistan 
and Pakistan and the security of 
the homeland. Mullen argued 
that Al Qaeda is becoming even 
more threatening by affiliating 
with like-minded groups in the 
region and around the world 
that serve as “force multipliers” 
(for more from Mullen, see 
sidebar on page 79).

National Counterterrorism 
Center Director Mike Leiter 
agreed during a session the 
following day: “We have seen 

diversification of that threat: We not only face Al Qaeda senior leadership; 
we face a troubling alignment of Al Qaeda with some more traditional 
Pakistani militant groups.” Still, Leiter said, while the threat has diversi-
fied, it has also been reduced substantially, claiming the number of Al 
Qaeda in Afghanistan was between 50 and 100 while in Pakistan we faced 
a larger threat of “more than 300.” This prompted some journalists cover-
ing the forum to later question whether the 100,000-plus American troops 
deployed to Afghanistan is disproportionate to the threat. 

Later, Leiter acknowledged that some of America’s “actions can 
have negative effects globally and here in the United States in terms of 
radicalization—that doesn’t mean you don’t take them.” To this end, he 
addressed the Christmas Day plot to blow up an airliner over Detroit, 
telling Forum participants that Anwar Al Aulaqi—the radical American-
born Muslim cleric in Yemen, who has gained notoriety for inciting terror 
attacks against the United States—actually played a “direct operational” 
role in the Christmas Day bomb plot. Accordingly, Leiter defended target-
ing Al Aulaqi for assassination—even though he remains an American 
citizen. Leiter also conceded that the intelligence community failed to 
detect the Christmas Day plot despite spending billions of dollars after 
9/11 on homeland security and intelligence, including the reorganization 
of existing national security agencies and the creation of new ones. But, 
Leiter argued, the Christmas Day failure was unlike 9/11 in that it was 
attributable to “a series of discrete errors” rather than to a failure of the 
system as a whole.

Taking issue with Leiter was former Bush White House Homeland 
Security and Counterterrorism Advisor Fran Townsend, who said, when 

[BOX:]
Join Us Next Year
The Homeland Security Program is 
already looking forward to next summer’s 
second annual forum on DATE TK, 
2011. A number of noteworthy partici-
pants have already confirmed, including 
former CIA and NSA Director General 
Michael Hayden, former CIA Deputy 
and Acting Director John McLaughlin, 
Deputy Advisor and terrorism-financing 
expert Juan Zarate, and Bush adminis-
tration counterterrorism legal advisor 
Professor John Yoo. To learn more, visit 
www.aspeninstitute.org/TK.

“�Pakistan is a leading victim of terrorism. �
Last year, we lost 10,000 people to terrorists.”
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the Christmas Day plot occurred, we had “a lot of information we didn’t take 
advantage of, … information that was not adequately shared.” Townsend 
argued that, while intelligence has certainly improved since 9/11, it is still 
not shared within the national security community to the extent that it should 
be all these years later—especially since Al Qaeda is aligning with a “matrix” 
of groups globally. Progress, she believes, will remain fitful unless and until 
there is a single senior-level official (other than the homeland security advi-
sor or the national security advisor) responsible specifically for intelligence-
sharing and completely accountable for any failure—like a successful attack 
on the homeland or a near-miss. 

Turf battles and a lack of information-sharing came up again when former 
Los Angeles Police Department Chief Bill Bratton described his frustration 
trying to get big government agencies to let him “into the tent.” Bratton also 
discussed attacks on soft targets—the failed attack on Times Square, mass-
transit attacks in Europe, the Fort Hood gunman, and the attack on the Taj 
Mahal Hotel in Mumbai—and how state and local security-enforcement 
officials confront such terrorism. Bratton said that worldwide attacks on soft 
targets caused him to “totally reorganize” his department as the “homegrown 
threat has become much more important.” After all, he said, “The home-

grown threat might be detected by local police or local security before the 
FBI or the CIA.” This vulnerability of soft targets in American cities—and 
how to address it—was also the subject of a sobering panel discussion with for-
mer top CIA official and now Georgetown Professor Paul Pillar, CNN’s and 
the New American Foundation’s Peter Bergen, and the Council on Foreign 
Relations’ Steven Simon, who each commented on excerpts from the HBO 
film Terror in Mumbai. 

Other Aspen Security Forum discussions focused on counterterrorism, 
security technologies and innovations, and the media’s role in reporting on 
terrorism. In one session, Pakistani Ambassador to the United States Husain 
Haqqani contended: “Pakistan is a leading victim of terrorism. Last year, we 
lost 10,000 people to terrorists.” Haqqani argued that Pakistan is doing every-
thing possible to defeat Al Qaeda and the Taliban. Doing so, he argued, is as 
much in Pakistan’s interest as America’s. In another session, former Clinton 
and Bush White House Counterterrorism Advisor and cyber-security expert 
Richard Clarke raised the specter of “cyber-war.” “There’s every reason to 
believe the United States and other countries are [engaging in cyber-war] 
around the world,” said Clarke, who called for Cold War arms control-like 
agreements to limit nations’ abilities to incapacitate each other by attacking 
cyber networks.

Concluding the program was Fox News’ Catherine Herridge’s penetrating 
interview with former Homeland Security Secretary Michael Chertoff. “As 
soon as there is a near-miss, we go into a frenzy of recrimination and blame,” 
said Chertoff. “When we become hysterical in the response, we do end up 
giving the enemy more bang for his buck. … We have to match in determina-
tion and perseverance and conviction in the rightness of our cause what they 
have in their dedication and perseverance to do very evil things.” A

“We have seen diversification of that 
threat: We not only face Al Qaeda senior 
leadership; we face a troubling alignment 
of Al Qaeda with some more traditional 
Pakistani militant groups.”
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Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff Admiral 
Mike Mullen flew into Aspen direct from 
Afghanistan after the most eventful week of 
the summer: President Obama fired General 
Stanley McChrystal as commander of allied 
forces in Afghanistan and replaced him with 
General David Petraeus. Mullen spoke to The 
New York Times’ David Sanger about America’s 
most pressing foreign policy concerns.

On�Afghanistan:
“We’ve got to establish a security environment with the 
Afghan police and the Afghan forces. … We underestimated 
the degree of difficulty of establishing the local governance. 
That’s a big lesson as we move into Kandahar. … I have been 
struck by how the Afghan people see the Taliban: They see 
them in an incredibly negative way. Obviously, they’re con-
cerned about how this turns out and who ends up running 
the country. But the Taliban are incredibly unpopular, and the 
Afghan citizens that I’ve spoken to have no desire to return to 
any kind of Taliban regime.”

On Pakistan and Al Qaeda:
“Pakistan is also a country, now, very much under siege from 
terrorists internally. If you go back two years, who would 
have predicted that the Pakistani military would have done 
as much as they’ve done [to quell terrorism]? Not many of us 
would have gotten that right. … We’ve seen in our own coun-
try—recently with Detroit, with Times Square—an increasing 
level of distributed threats. Al Qaeda is at the center of this, 
and Al Qaeda leadership resides in Pakistan. We know that, 
and that’s why this relationship with Pakistan is so important. 
Al Qaeda continues to be the seminal threat. Their strategic 
goals include killing as many Westerners and Americans as 
possible. They still seek nuclear weapons. We’re living in a 

world where I am increasingly concerned about the nexus 
between terrorists and nuclear weapons. Globally, we have to 
do all we can to make sure that doesn’t happen.”

On�Iran
“This whole issue of Iran and its development of nuclear 
weapons has been very much on my mind. I believe that, 
strategically, they continue to pursue it. They’ve not complied 
with the NPT; they’ve not complied with the IAEA. They have 
been given every chance to do this, and they have not. … And 
some, who historically have supported them, are now turn-
ing against them. This increasing isolation is something that 
they bring on themselves. It is incredibly dangerous for them 
to achieve [nuclear-weapon] capability, destabilizing in the 
region. It generates the great potential for a nuclear arms 
race in the Middle East. The place is unstable enough; we 
don’t need that. And, at the same time, a strike against Iran 
also will be incredibly destabilizing.”

tHe�
ADmIRAL’s

VIeW
tHe�
ADmIRAL’s
tHe�
ADmIRAL’s
tHe�

Mullen

Join Us Next Year
The Homeland Security Program is already looking forward to next 
summer’s second annual forum on July 27–30, 2011. A number of note-
worthy participants have already confirmed, including former CIA and 
NSA Director General Michael Hayden, former CIA Deputy and Acting 
Director John McLaughlin, Deputy White House Homeland Security 
Advisor and terrorism-financing expert Juan Zarate, and Bush admin-
istration counterterrorism legal advisor John Yoo. To learn more, visit 
www.aspeninstitute.org/security.
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Institut Aspen France was founded in 1983 as a nonpar-
tisan, nonprofit, international center for discussion and 
dialogue. Based in Lyon since 1994, Aspen France has 
two goals: to help leaders identify the challenges they 
face and seek solutions to contemporary problems and 
to facilitate informal meetings of leaders from different 
geographical, cultural, and professional worlds. Aspen 
France organizes policy programs and leadership semi-
nars to address the major economic, social, and political 
issues of the day. Recently, Aspen France set up two 
discussion clubs—in Paris and in Lyon. These clubs of 
roughly 20 young leaders spend time discussing what 
the future will look like in ten years’ time with leading 
experts on a variety of topics. 

Institut Aspen 
France

Institut Aspen France
119, rue Pierre Corneille
69003 Lyon
France
Tel. + 33 4 72 41 93 12
www.aspenfrance.org

RECENT 
HIGHLIGHTS
Changes in the Aspen 
France governance: During 
the General Assembly held 
in Paris on May 18, 2010, 
Institut Aspen France’s Board 
of Trustees elected Jean-
Pierre Jouyet chairman of its 
supervisory Board. Jouyet will 
succeed Michel Pébereau, 
who chaired the Board since 
November 2004 and will 
now become its honorary 

chairman. Jouyet is currently 
president of the Financial 
Market Authority. Previously, 
he was former chief of staff 
of Jacques Delors, when 
Delors was president of the 
European Commiss ion 
(1994–1995); deputy chief 
of the staff of Prime Minister 
Lionel Jospin (1997–2000); 
general director for finance 
at the Ministry of Economy, 
Finance and Industry (2000–
2004); and former secretary 
of state for European Affairs 
(2007–2008).

The General Assembly 
also elected two new mem-
bers to the Executive Board: 
Pierre Cuneo and Nicolas 
Tenzer. Cuneo will become 
president of the Executive 
Board and will succeed Elisa-
beth Lulin, who chaired it 
since May 2007. Cuneo is 
director of Railway Strategy 
and Regulation at SNCF. He 
was previously deputy direc-
tor of the staff of Jouyet, sec-
retary of state for European 

Affairs (2007–2008). 
Ninth International 

Europe-Africa Conference: 
“Globalization and the Build-
ing of an African Internal 
Market” on August 26–29, 
2010. European and African 
leaders gathered to exchange 
views on topics such as: 
“Does the organization of 
political power allow the 
building of an internal mar-
ket?”; “What contributions 
do private-sector actors make 
in market building?”; “Bal-
ances between Africa and its 
financial and political part-
ners: What’s the agenda?”; 
and “Articulation between 
domestic and export markets: 
What kind of winning strate-
gies?” Participants included 
Bernard Accoyer, presi-
dent of the French National 
Assembly; Tertius Zongo, 
prime minister of Burkina 
Faso; Charles Konan Bany, 
governor of the Ivory Coast; 
Soumaïla Cissé, Commission 
of West African Economic 
and Monetary Union in 
Ghana; Juma Volter Mwa-
pachu, secretary-general of 
the East Africa Community; 
Alain Juppé, former French 
prime minister; and Pascal 

Lamy, director-general of the 
World Trade Organization.

Upcoming 
events
The Young Political Lead-
ers Seminar: The 2010 edi-
tion is chaired by Laurent 
Fabius, former French prime 
minister, and organized in 
three sessions. The last one 
will be held in Belgium on 
November 23–25, with the 
closing gala dinner in Paris 
on November 25.

Europe-Japan Confer-
ence December 9–10, 2010, 
in Paris: Institut Aspen 
France and the Japan Eco-
nomic Foundation will be 
hosting the eighth edition 
of the Europe-Japan inter-
national conference. This 
event is organized by Jean-
Pierre Jouyet, chairman of 
the board of Institut Aspen 
France. The program will 
be driven by the transforma-
tional changes experienced 
by the global economy as 
well as by the reshaping 
of cross-border institutional 
frameworks—focusing on 
Europe’s and Japan’s roles 
therein. The conference will 
gather 30 high-profile partici-
pants from Europe and Japan 
in three fields: business, pub-
lic affairs, and academics. 

Jouyet

Cuneo
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Aspen Institute Italia remains a leader in promoting 
enlightened dialogue in Europe and across the Atlan-
tic, organizing a number of conferences, seminars, and 
roundtables each year on economics, business, politics, 
and security. Its quarterly, Aspenia, is read in Italy and 
abroad, and has been judged one of the best foreign 
affairs journals in the world. Aspen Italia conferences 
gather prominent figures in every field thanks to its 
more than 300 international board members.

Aspen 
Institute 
italia

RECENT 
HIGHLIGHTS
In late April, in Berlin, 
“Europe in the G20 World” 
analyzed the EU’s future as 
global power shifts to emerg-
ing economies. In July, in 
Madrid, an international 
gathering discussed the global 
economy’s recovery, specifi-
cally in light of prospects for 
Latin America. Analysis of 
challenges to global gover-
nance due to the economic 
crisis continued in Washing-
ton, DC, in September and, 
in October, the Institute’s 
annual Transatlantic Dia-
logue focused on “Western 
Democracies Under Pres-
sure,” again highlighting 
economic and demographic 
woes in the developed world.

Roundtables over the past 
six months have focused on 
professional training pro-
grams, reform efforts (in the 
spheres of business, govern-
ment, banking, and more), 
Italy’s prospects for its tal-
ented youth, as well as “The 
Economic Dimension of 
Crime” and “The Frontiers of 
Identity.” In May, with guest 

ite past location: Villa d’Este 
on Lake Como. Roundtables 
will focus on Italian busi-
ness and EU policy, the 
possible return of nuclear 
power plants to Italian terri-
tory, the economic value of 
the country’s rich cultural 
heritage, and forms of inter-
national solidarity as well as 
diplomacy in meeting the 
challenges of globalization. 
The most exciting venture of 
the season will be an interna-
tional conference organized 
in collaboration with the US 
Aspen Institute and China’s 
Central Party School, to be 
held in Beijing in December. 
In 2011, Aspen Italia will 
join in as the entire country 
celebrates the 150th anniver-
sary of Italy’s unification and, 
in March, an EU-Turkey-US 
“trialogue” is scheduled. 
Finally, as ever, new editions 
of the Institute’s successful 
programs “Aspen European 
Dialogue” and “Seminar on 
Values and Society” will take 
place.

speaker Edward Tse, mem-
bers discussed “The China 
Challenge.” The Institute’s 
National Interest project 
organized a seminar in April 
for and about Italian leaders 
abroad, highlighting the suc-
cesses of talented operators 
around the world that hail 
from Europe’s southern boot. 
The Aspen Junior Fellows 
program continued with its 
interesting breakfast series 
and organized a conference 
in May on beating weak 
economic growth through 
reconciling environmental 
sensibility and development. 
The Aspen Seminars for 
Leaders were also held in 
May, in Naples this year, with 
a cohort of high-level partici-

pants. The Friends of Aspen, 
in June, chose to focus on 
the quality of life in an age of 
information overload.

Issues 49 and 50 of the 
Institute Italia’s quarterly 
have come out since last 
March, as well as Aspenia 
47–48, in English. Please 
visit the Aspenia page on 
the Aspen Italia website to 
read a selection of articles or 
request copies of the journals. 
Aspenia Online continues 
to offer up brief analyses of 
timely issues, and has gained 
a faithful readership.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
This coming winter, Aspen 
Italia will organize a new 
series of Aspen Seminars for 
Leaders, returning to a favor-

Aspen Institute Italia
Piazza dei SS Apostoli 49
00187 Rome, Italy
tel: +39.06.4546891
www.aspeninstitute.it

Angelo Panebianco, Marta Dassu and Boris Biancheri in Italy 

Jaced Rostowski, Wolfgang Schauble, and Giulio Tremonti in Berlin
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Aspen Institute Japan is a nonprofit organization com-
mitted to enhancing values-based leadership in contem-
porary society. Evolved from the Tokyo liaison office of 
the Aspen Institute and Aspen Institute Japan Council, 
AIJ was formally established in 1998. Its flagship pro-
gram has been the Nippon Aspen Executive Seminars. 
The Institute offers three seminars annually, providing 
the leaders and future leaders of Japan with reflective 
experiences through moderator-led dialogue based 
on extensive readings of texts from both classic and 
contemporary authors and from the Western and non-
Western world. In addition to the seminars, the Institute 
offers other executive seminars tailored to the needs 
of national and local government officials and young 
business executives. It also organizes periodic lecture 
programs for the alumni of the seminars.

Recent 
Highlights
World-renowned Japanese 
philosopher and founding 
moderator of the Nippon 
Aspen Executive Seminar 
Dr. Tomonobu Imamichi 
delivered a special lecture on 
the “Growing Relevance of 
Humanistic Values to Corpo-
rate Leadership Today” at the 

37th Nippon Aspen Execu-
tive Seminar, held in July 
in Chiba, Japan. Imamichi 
made a passionate and con-
vincing plea for humanistic 
values in leading business 
corporations—especially in 
an age of globalization. 
His lecture was followed 
by a music program featur-
ing prominent flutist Yoko 

Owada, who played “Disillu-
sioned Homecoming,” which 
was composed by Imamichi 
during World War II.

Aspen Fellows of Aspen 
Ins t i tute  Japan joined 
a national celebration of 
the exciting return to Earth 
of Japan’s space probe 
Hayabusa (peregrine falcon) 

from a seven-year, six-billion-
kilometer trip to the asteroid 
Itokawa by hosting a special 
lecture on this scientific and 
engineering feat. Hayabusa, 
which may contain sand 
from the asteroid, landed in 
southern Australia on June 
13 and was retrieved with no 
damage. Yuichi Takahashi, 
former chief producer of 
science programs for Japan’s 
national broadcasting cor-
poration discussed both the 
limits and the great poten-
tial of human endeavors to 
probe into the universe at the 
September meeting of the 
Aspen Fellows.

Upcoming 
Events
Nippon Aspen Executive 
Seminar 
November 11–16, Osaka 
February 10–15, Chiba 

NAES for Ishikawa
October 29–November 1, 
Ishikawa

Young Executive Seminar
January 14–16, 2011,
Tokyo

Weekend Seminar
November 6, 2011, Tokyo

Aspen/Berlitz Global 
Leadership Seminar
December 2–5, 2011,
Naoshima

Aspen Institute Japan
Harks Roppongi Bldg.
2nd Floor
15-21, Roppongi 6-chome
Minato City
Tokyo, Japan 106-0032
Tel. + 81-3-6438-9208

Aspen 
Institute 
Japan

Nippon Aspen Executive Seminar participants

Nippon Aspen Executive Seminar participants

Imamichi and 
Owada
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Aspen 
Institute 
India
Aspen Institute India promotes values-based leader-
ship, open dialogue, and cross-sector outreach by 
engaging business, governments, nonprofits, and other 
stakeholders on issues related to India’s development. 
Focusing on India’s challenges, Aspen Institute India 
invites industrial, economic, financial, political, social, 
and cultural leaders to discuss these issues in settings 
that encourage frank and open dialogue.

Recent 
Highlights
Public Programs
Aspen Institute India has 
organized numerous out-
reach sessions on the broad 
theme of India’s develop-
ment and leadership. We 
also organized a session on 
“The Internet and the Crisis 
Confronting News Media” 
with John Ridding, CEO of 
Financial Times, moderated 
by Arun Maira, Planning 
Commission member. The 
session focused on the poten-
tial of print, Internet, and 
television media and how the 
amalgamation of the three 
could be the next big innova-
tion since the printing press.

Keeping with the topic of 
Information and Innovation, 
Aspen India organized a con-
versation with Sam Pitroda, 
advisor to the prime minister 
on public information infra-
structure and innovation. 
During the conversation, 
Pitroda stressed on the need 
for food banks, connectivity, 
and harnessing the power 
and talent of India’s youth in 
an effective manner. He also 
talked about his life, work, 

and challenges he faced and 
how his life’s journey led 
him to become one of the 
key influencers of India’s 
development in the last two 
decades. 

In July, Aspen India hosted 
a session with Nicholas Burns, 
former US undersecretary of 
state, and Shashi Tharoor, 
member of Parliament. The 
session focused on the growth 
of India and how it has 
changed the relationship 
dynamic with the United 
States. The discussion also 
dwelled on what both coun-
tries should be doing to 
develop this relationship in 
the future.

As part of its series on 
China, Aspen India hosted 
a forum on “India, China, 
and the Asian Strategic Land-
scape” with Kim Holmes, 
Lisa Curtis, Raja Mohan, 
and Indrani Bagchi. The ses-
sion focused on the growth 
of India and China as the 
new superpowers, the effects 
of their growth not only on 
the Asian geopolitical land-
scape, but on the rest of the 
world as well. The discussion 
also examined the bilateral 
relationship between India 

and China, each country’s 
relationship with the United 
States, and the path that 
India, China, and the United 
States must take in the com-
ing years for a mutually ben-
eficial coexistence. 

Book Launches
Aspen Institute India in col-
laboration with the American 
Centre and Random House 
launched Pulitzer Prize-
winning journalist Geeta 
Anand’s book The Cure as 
well as CEO of HCL Vineet 
Nayar’s  new book, Employ-
ees First, Customers Second.

India Strategy Group
Aspen Institute India led a 
team to Dublin in May for 
a Trilateral Commission 
Annual Meeting. Also, the 
US-India Strategic Dialogue 
was held in Aspen, Colorado, 
in collaboration with the 
Aspen Strategy Group. This 
dialogue has helped both 
sides in bringing bilateral 
issues and challenges to the 
forefront and has also helped 
develop a roadmap for future 
cooperation. 

Policy Dialogues
In September–October, 
Aspen Institute India orga-
nized US-India Track II Dia-
logue on Climate Change. 
The objective of this dia-
logue is to help both sides to 
understand the issues con-

cerning the planet’s fragile 
environment.

Launch of Kolkata 
Chapter
The Aspen Institute India for-
mally announced the launch 
of its Kolkata Chapter with 
M.K. Narayanan, honour-
able governor of West Ben-
gal, as the Chief Guest. 
Alongside the event, Aspen 
India organized a session on 
“India’s Engagement with 
the World.” The session was 
moderated by Tarun Das, 
president of Aspen Institute 
India, and Krishna Bose, for-
mer member of Parliament 
was a respondent.

UPCOMING 
EVENTS
India-Israel Forum: 
November 1–2, 2010

Ideas India: 
December 15–17, 2010

India Leadership  
Initiative 3: 
November 10, 2010

Aspen Institute India
Mr. Tarun Das
President,  
Aspen Institute India
2P, Sector 31,
Gurgaon, 122001
Tel. +91-124-4218620-22
Fax +91-124-4218624
www.aspenindia.org

Ridding and Maira
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international Aspen 

RECENT 
HIGHLIGHTS
Policy Programs 
The Institutul held an inter-
national conference on 
“Cyber Defense in the Con-
text of the New NATO 
Strategic Concept” on June 
2, 2010, in Bucharest in part-
nership with NATO Public 
Diplomacy Division. The 
event created an informed 
and meaningful dialogue 
among critical stake-holders 
on the upcoming new NATO 
strategy. The event is also 
part of an ongoing series 
covering regional security 
from both European and US 
perspectives. 

On October 4–5, 2010 in 
Bucharest, the Institutul, the 
European Union Institute 
for Security Studies, and 
the Romanian Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs organized a 
workshop on “Unfinished 
Business in Europe II: East-
ern Europe.” The workshop 
continues a discussion on 
the Balkans started in War-
saw. The Bucharest event 
focused on the post-Soviet 
world and the question of 

Institutul  
Aspen 
Romania
The Institutul Aspen Romania is a politically neutral 
organization. Its membership represents a broad range 
of opinion, from the corporate, academic, political, and 
other sectors of society. The Institutul focuses on the 
development of leadership networks and the promo-
tion of democratic values, the rule of law, and economic 
efficiency. It hosts Executive Seminars, policy programs, 
and a Young Leaders Program.

how political dynamics influ-
ences transatlantic relations, 
and vice versa. A report by 
Stephen Larrabee (RAND, 
Washington), synthesizing 

the discussions of both meet-
ings and including policy 
recommendations will be 
presented at a third forum 
in mid-November 2010 in 
Washington, DC.

On October 7–9, the Insti-
tutul held its flagship annual 
economic event: “Europe 
Competitive and Resilient: 
Economic Governance in 
Europe an East to West Per-
spective.” The high-level 

international conference 
included EU Commission 
Vice President Maros Sef-
covic, EU Commissioner 
Dacian Ciolos, and Romanian 
Minister of Finance Sebas-
tian Vladescu, who all partici-
pated in a substantive debate 
on the causes of EU’s current 
challenges—in particular, the 
perceived vulnerabilities of its 
Eastern members’ economies. 
The conference aimed to give 
new momentum to the com-
petitive advantages and pro-
ductivity roles these countries 

have across the EU economy 
while also promoting a serious 
debate on economic gover-
nance reform in Europe. 

Young Leaders Program
The young leaders program 
at the Institutul began with 
an Aspen Seminar in April 
and was followed by a Mod-
ern Leadership Seminar, a 
weeklong training program 
in the Danube Delta that 

focused on leadership quali-
ties and styles, practical train-
ing in skills and technique, 
team-building exercises, and 
presentation of case studies. 
The third Seminar in Sep-
tember, in Bucovina (North 
Romania), offered the Fel-
lows the opportunity to con-
front real-life situations and 
design projects that tested 
their leadership style and 
vision, prioritization capacity, 
innovation, planning, time 
management, and teamwork. 

UPCOMING 
EVENTS 
December 2010 will bring 
another edition of the annual 
Aspen Seminar as well as 
a dedicated regional event 
focusing on ethics and the 
media in the context of 
emerging new business 
models. 

In 2011, the Institutul’s 
cooperative approach to 
regional issues will continue 
projects with NATO as well 
as the Aspen network. In May 
2011, we will discuss EU 
perspectives on European 
security and economic inter-
ests in Asia and hold a “Black 
Sea to Levant” forum later 
that summer.

Institutul Aspen Romania
1, Herastrau Street
Floor 3, Ap. 7, District 1
011981 Bucharest, Romania
Tel. + 40 311 024 128
www.aspeninstitute.ro

Young leaders on Romania’s Danube Delta
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Recent 
Highlights
On the evening of September 
14, 2010, Admiral S. Robert 
Foley Jr., USN, retired, 
former commander-in-chief 
of the US Pacific Fleet and 
former vice president of 
the University of California 
responsible for the manage-
ment of the three national 
laboratories that UC admin-
isters on behalf of the US 
Department of Energy and 
its National Nuclear Security 
Administration, spoke at an 
Aspen Germany public event 
at the China Club on the 
“Strategic Implications of the 
Rise of China.” 

On September 15–18, 

Aspen Institute Germany
Inselstr. 10
14129 Berlin
Germany
Tel. + 49 (0) 30 80 48 90-0 
www.aspeninstitute.de

Aspen 
Institute 
germany
The Aspen Institute Germany is a non-partisan organiza-
tion dedicated to values-based leadership in address-
ing the toughest policy challenges of the day. Aspen 
Institute Germany is devoted to promoting dialogue 
between key stakeholders on important strategic 
issues and to building lasting ties and constructive 
exchanges between leaders in North America, Europe, 
and the Near East. The Institute achieves this by bring-
ing together groups of decision-makers and experts 
from business, academia, politics, and the arts who 
might otherwise never meet. We convene in small-scale 
conferences, seminars, and discussion groups in order 
to consider complex issues with the spirit of open-
mindedness needed for a genuine search for common 
ground and viable solutions.

Aspen Institute Germany’s small staff organizes three 
different types of activities: public programs, open to 
the Friends of Aspen Germany and to select invited 
guests; a closed, invitation-only series of policy pro-
grams; and a leadership program.

2010, Aspen Germany con-
vened a conference for young 
leaders from the Western 
Balkans at Schwanenwerder. 
A final barbecue was held 
for the young leaders and 
Members of the Friends of 
the Aspen Institute on Friday, 
September 17, 2010. The bar-
becue offered an opportunity 
to enjoy Schwanenwerder 
in autumn, to meet emerg-
ing European and American 
young leaders, to get to know 
an ongoing Aspen Germany 
program better, and perhaps 
to make some useful contacts 
for the future. 

On September 22–24, 
Joachim Krause ,  Horst 
Teltschik, Günther Nonnen-

macher, and Karsten Voigt 
convened the 2010 Aspen 
European Strategy Forum 
(the third so far in this very 
successful series). This year’s 
topic was “The Strategic 
Implications of the Iranian 
Nuclear Program.”

On the evening of Octo-
ber 11, 2010, Professor Bruce 
Hoffmann of Georgetown 
University spoke at an Aspen 
Germany public event at the 
China Club on the topic of 
“Ten Years After 9/11: Les-
sons Learned.” Hoffmann is a 
leading international author-
ity on terrorism. 

Upcoming 
Events
On the evening of October 
28, 2010, reigning Prince 
Hans-Adam II of Liechten-
stein presented his new book 
The State in the Third Mil-
lennium at a small, seated 
dinner organized by Aspen 
Germany and the Embassy 
of Liechtenstein at the China 
Club. 

From Friday, December 
10, 2010, through Sunday, 
December 12, 2010, Aspen 
Germany will host seven for-
eign ministers from Southeast 
Europe for a closed-door con-
ference at Schwanenwerder 

on a “foreign minister plus 
zero” basis. This is the third 
year that Aspen Germany 
has hosted this event. This 
year, it is being organized in 
cooperation with the Berlin 
Embassy of the Republic of 
Austria and funded in part by 
the German Federal Foreign 
Office. We currently expect 
top-level participation from 
the German and Austrian 
foreign ministries in addition 
to the seven foreign minis-
ters from Southeast Europe. 
On December 10, 2010, a 
public opening event will 
take place at the Austrian 
Embassy in Berlin. Members 
of the Friends of the Aspen 
Institute together with lead-
ers from German, Austrian, 
and Southeastern European 
industry are invited to hear 
the opening speeches, which 
we expect to be given by top-
level representatives of the 
German and Austrian foreign 
ministries and to participate 
in an ensuing roundtable and 
reception.

Hoffman
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  Institute trustees Jerry 
Murdock and John Doerr

  Harvard Law’s 
Charles Ogletree 
talks with festival 
guests.

  Henry Crown Fellow 
Buddy Fletcher, 
chairman of Fletcher 
Asset Management

  Claudia Albergotti amidst Ideas Festival bags

  United Arab Emirates 
Ambassador to the United 
States Yousef Al Otaiba and 
his wife, Abeer Al Otaiba

  Society of Fellows 
members Rebecca 
Donelson and 
Stefan Edlis

The 2010 Aspen Ideas Festival
Behind the scenes at the Institute’s sixth annual festival of 
ideas.
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  Designer Ariane Zurcher
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  Mexican Ambassador to the United States 
Arturo Sarukhán and former Director of 
National Intelligence John Negroponte greet 
festival guests.
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  The 2010 
Bezos Scholars

  Harvard’s Niall Ferguson, Institute trustee 
Lynda Resnick, and singer Barbra Streisand

  The Atlantic’s James Bennet and Ta-Nehisi 
Coates with Senator Michael Bennet (D-CO)

  Photographer  
Lynn Goldsmith

  CBS’s Bob 
Schieffer and 
Institute lifetime 
trustee and 
retired Supreme 
Court Justice 
Sandra Day 
O’Connor

  CNBC’s Maria Bartiromo 
with actors Goldie Hawn 
and Kurt Russell

  Institute trustee Anna Deavere 
Smith and the Bezos Family 
Foundation’s Mike Bezos, also a 
member of the Society of Fellows
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  Institute trustees Henry Catto 
and Leonard Lauder
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  Jane Lubchenco, administrator of 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration, and Edith Widder, 
president of the Ocean Research & 
Conservation Association
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  Melody Barnes, White House domestic 
policy advisor, with her husband, Marland 
Buckner (left), and David Rubenstein, 
managing director of the Carlyle Group

  John Fetterman, mayor of Braddock, 
Pennsylvania, talks to Plum TV’s Karen Duffy.

  Former Federal Reserve 
Board Chairman Alan 
Greenspan and NBC’s 
Andrea Mitchell

  Institute CEO 
Walter Isaacson 
and Microsoft 
chairman Bill Gates

 Institute trustee Bill Nitze
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  David Bradley, Atlantic Media 
Company owner, and Fred Swaniker, 
CEO of the African Leadership Academy 
and an Institute Africa Leadership 
Initiative Fellow

Dan Bayer
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TK 
Tk facesfacesA Summer of Strategy and Security
The Aspen Strategy Group met in Aspen and the Institute launched 
its first Security Forum.
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  Daniel Prieto, IBM vice-president and cyber-security 
expert, and Michael Chertoff, former director of 
homeland security

  The New York Times’ Thomas Friedman listens to Admiral 
Mike Mullen at the Security Forum.

  Brookings Institution President Strobe Talbott

  Bill Bratton, former Los Angeles 
Police Department chief

  Admiral Mike 
Mullen and the 
Institute’s Homeland 
Security Program 
Director Clark Kent 
Ervin

  Institute trustees Sidney Harman,  
Henry Louis Gates Jr., and Berl Bernhard



W I N T E R  2 0 1 0 / 2 0 1 190	 T h e  A s p en   I d ea

faces Summer Celebration
Trustees and friends of the Institute celebrate at the Institute’s annual 
benefit dinner, which honored Khaled Hosseini and Jim Lehrer

  Institute 
trustee Bob 
Hurst and his 
wife, Soledad, 
co-chaired the 
dinner.

  Society of Fellows member Wilma 
Bernstein and Institute trustee Fred Malek

  Aspen 
Strategy 
Group Director 
Nicholas Burns, 
Institute trustee 
James Crown, 
and Institute 
Chairman  
Robert Steel 

  Institute trustee Condoleezza Rice, Ambassador Tom Korologos, 
and Co-Chairman of the Aspen Strategy Group Brent Scowcroft

  Institute trustee Marc Nathanson (left) with Senator Dianne Feinstein 
and her husband, Richard Blum

  Soledad Hurst presents author Khaled Hosseini 
with the Institute’s Public Service Award

  Institute 
trustee and 
CEO of the 
Aspen Music 
Festival and 
School Alan 
Fletcher






