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Tay Ninh province is largely rural and lies in the northern Mekong delta surrounded on three 

sides by Cambodia. Its current population is 1,083,365. Tay Ninh was the scene of much military 

action during the war; it is one of the four heavily sprayed provinces near the Bien Hoa airbase 

and the fifth most heavily sprayed province in Vietnam.

 
 

I went to Tay Ninh with Ca Van Tran of VNAH. We were cordially received by Ms Hieu, who 

directs the provincial Department of Labor, Invalids and Social Affairs and her deputy, Nguyen 

Van Qua. They informed us there are 17,000 people with disabilities in Tay Ninh [vs. 63,991 in 

the 2009 census]. Five thousand are severe cases, about the same number as in the census.  

 

We were then taken to the various provincial institutions serving people with disabilities.  The 

Social Protection Center houses 59 people, 56 of whom 

are elderly and three who are children with disabilities 

or orphans. The Center for Visually and Hearing 

Impaired Children serves 64 children with these 

disabilities and is entirely funded by the Christina 

Noble Children’s Foundation in Ireland.  

 

The School for the Disabled, the only one in the 

province, caters to 115 students in pre-primary and 

primary classes; 55 of them live in the School’s 

dormitory. The 18 teachers represent the high 

student/teacher ratio required for teaching kids with 

learning as well as physical disabilities. In the class we 
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Đồng Nai 2.6              1,785,897         2,413                 41% 1st

Bình Phước/Bình Dương 2.5              1,714,609         2,317                 24% 2nd

Tây Ninh 1.1              690,160            933                    23% 5th

Nguyen Van Qua, the Center director & Ms. Hieu 
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visited they were screening Charlie Chaplin film. The school is well maintained and the director 

and teachers dedicated. However it serves just a fraction of the estimated children with 

disabilities in Tay Ninh. Because teachers in the regular schools have no training in working with 

disabled children, the Department of Education and Training cannot implement the national 

policy on inclusive education. 

 

We also went to see the provincial branch (or DAVA) of the Vietnam Association of Victims of 

Agent Orange (VAVA) whose offices are in the Tay 

Ninh Red Cross building. There we met the Standing 

Vice Chair Ms. Vo Thi Dep and the Vice Chair Mr. Bo 

Thanh Xuan. They have just completed a thorough 

enumeration of people considered to be Agent Orange 

victims in the province.  These total 9,064, or about 

half the number of people with disabilities in Tay Ninh. 

Of this number, 4,022 are war veterans, who receive 

monthly stipends of VND 2.5 million (“1A infantry”) 

or VND 1.8 million (“1B indirect”) from the Ministry 

of Defense.   
  Bo Thanh Xuan & Vo Thi Dep 

 

DAVA is responsible for the other 5,042 Agent Orange victims in the province. These include 

360 persons 42 years and above who were directly exposed to dioxin during the war and 4,682 

who were later born with birth defects. Of this second group 832 are children up to the age of 16.  

DAVA is therefore facing a predominantly adult clientele-- 3,850 people between the ages of 17 

and 42.  Thus overall in Tay Ninh the age distribution of Agent Orange victims looks 

approximately like this.     

 

4,382 veterans and civilians 42 years and above who were directly exposed (48%) 

3,850 civilians born with birth defects after the war ages 17-41 years (42%) 

  832 children born with birth defects ages 0-16 years (10%) 

 

In 2012 the Tay Ninh DAVA received VND 3 billion ($142,000) in gifts and contributions from 

local individuals and companies. They gave 70% of these funds to 100 Agent Orange-impacted 

families for medicine, food and livestock purchases, retaining 30% for reserves and overhead. 

DAVA and VAVA are currently raising funds for a new care and treatment center. 
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