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Overview

The Aspen Institute Communications and Society Program presents its annual policy Forum on Communications and Society (FOCAS) on the theme of Media and Democracy taking place at the Aspen Institute Aspen Meadows Campus in Aspen, Colorado, August 10-12, 2008.  The sessions will be held in conjunction with the Knight Commission on the Information Needs of Communities in a Democracy.
The purpose of the Forum is to develop recommendations for leaders in media, government, politics, and other societal institutions to promote positive democratic values through the various communications media without undue governmental regulation.  The Forum will explore how the new technological and behavioral environments are changing the way that media—old and new—will serve citizenry in a democracy.

The Knight Commission, co-chaired by Theodore B. Olson and Marissa Mayer, is composed of 15 luminaries from the worlds of media, community and policy.  The aim of the Commission is to assess the information needs of a community, to survey how well media meet those needs and to make recommendations for how to improve in new and better ways.  This conference affords the Commission an opportunity to interact with leaders in related fields, and collaborate on how media can better serve democratic values in the United States and beyond.
The Forum will begin with a panel from the Knight Commission, which will meet on August 9.  FOCAS Members will then break into four distinct Rountables, two occurring each day.  Individual participants will participate in one of the two Roundtables each day.   In addition, all FOCAS Members will have an opportunity to participate in one of three Working Groups to develop more specific recommendations.  The final day will consist of reports from each of the Working Groups with the purpose of finalizing recommendations for the Knight Commission to consider as well as other media, governmental and political institutions.
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All sessions including lunches will take place in the Doerr-Hosier Center on the Aspen Meadows Campus.

   August 9, 2008: 9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m. Pre-conference Meeting of the Knight Commission on the

       Information Needs of Communities in a Democracy.  FOCAS  participants are welcome to observe.
   August 9, 2008: 7:00 p.m. –  8:30 p.m. Pre-conference Reception for FOCAS Participants
	August  10
	August 11
	August 12

	8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Introduction and Opening Remarks

Charlie Firestone, The Aspen Institute

Plenary Session:
Discussion with the leadership of the Knight Commission on the Information Needs of Communities in a Democracy: Theodore B. Olson, Marissa Mayer, Alberto Ibargüen, Peter Shane, moderated by Walter Isaacson   
	8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Plenary Session:  The 2008 Election

	8:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Plenary Session:  Recommendations for Citizenship Solutions
Presentation of working group proposals


	9:45 a.m. – 11:10 a.m.

Roundtable A: Media and Elections
Opening Remarks 
Dialogue and Audience Input 
	9:45 a.m. – 11:10 a.m.

Roundtable C: Information Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship
Opening Remarks
Dialogue and Audience Input
	9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

Plenary Session:  Recommendations for Media Solutions
Presentation of working group proposals 

	11:35 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.   

Roundtable B: Media and Public Engagement 

Opening Remarks
Dialogue and Audience Input 
	11:35 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.   

Roundtable D: Global Citizenship and the Media
Opening Remarks
Dialogue and Audience Input


	11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.

Plenary Session:

Recommendations for Public Institutions 

Presentation of working group proposals

	1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

Informal Lunch
	1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

Informal Lunch
	12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.

Conclusions and Observations


	2:15 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Working Groups 

· Citizenship Initiatives 

· Recommendations for Media
· Recommendations for Public Institutions (i.e. government, universities, NGO’s, non-profit organizations)

	2:15 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Working Groups

· Citizenship Initiatives 

· Recommendations for Media
· Recommendations for Public Institutions (i.e. government, universities, NGO’s, non-profit organizations)

	12:30 p.m.

	
	
	Informal Lunch 

	6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Private Reception at the home of Joan Fabry and Michael Klein 
	6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Private Reception at the Aspen Institute
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Tentative Agenda

As of July 30, 2008
 
Goal:  The purpose of the Forum is to develop a set of recommendations for leaders in media, government, political, and other societal institutions to promote democratic values through the use of various communications media without undue governmental regulation.  
Saturday, August 9, 2008
1:00 p.m. – 6:00 p.m. 
Pick up welcome packet on the Aspen Meadows Campus 

 
9:00 a.m. – 5:00  p.m.
Meeting of the Knight Commission on the Information Needs of Communities in a Democracy.  
FOCAS participants are invited to observe this meeting.
7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.
Pre-Conference Reception at the Doerr-Hosier Center, Aspen Meadows.
Sunday, August 10, 2008
All sessions, including lunches, will take place on the Aspen Meadows Campus.
7:00 a.m. – 8:30 a.m.
        Option to pick up welcome packet 
 
8:30 a.m. – 8:45 a.m. 
        Opening of Forum – Introductory Remarks

8:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.
        Opening Plenary Panel:  Discussion with the Knight Commission 

         on the Information Needs of Communities in a Democracy 
The Forum will begin with a dialogue with the leadership of the Knight Commission on the Information Needs of Communities in a Democracy.  Prior to this conference the Commission will hold its second meeting.  By understanding the status of what the Commission is considering, FOCAS participants will have a better opportunity to exchange their knowledge and opinions with the Commissioners in attendance.  Panel participants are Knight Commission co-chairs Theodore B. Olson and Marissa Mayer, Executive Director Peter Shane, and Knight Foundation President Alberto Ibargüen.  Moderated by Aspen Institute President and CEO Walter Isaacson.  

 
9:45 a.m. – 11:10 a.m.          Roundtable A: Media and Elections

FOCAS Members will participate in two of the four roundtables over the first two days. The first of these, Roundtable A, will consider the role of media in the most basic elements of a democracy, the electoral process.  After lead-off comments from Professor Diana Owen, participants will engage in moderated dialogue on the following questions: 

· How do citizens in 2008 receive and exchange the information necessary to exercise their franchise to vote?

· How has the role of various media changed in the electoral process?
· How do candidates, advocates, organizers and non-governmental organizations make their views known to voters and to each other?
11:10 a.m. – 11:35 a.m.          Break

11:35 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
         Roundtable B:  Media and Public Engagement

Members of Roundtable B will explore the role of media in the non-elective elements of a democracy, particularly how the media facilitates the way a citizenry engages with representatives and with each other.  Lead-off comments by Benjamin Jealous.  Questions for dialogue:
· What is the role of media in enhancing social capital and civic engagement?
· Have new media overcome the Bowling Alone syndrome? 

· Are there innovative ways to enhance access to local information and exchange?

1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.

Lunch 
 
2:15 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Working Groups

FOCAS Members will break into three separate working groups, meeting simultaneously, with the aim of arriving at recommendations for citizens, media, and public institutions to serve the goals of American democracy better.  Tentatively, the Working Group topics are:
A) Citizenship Initiatives: How can citizens better use media to engage in the work of democracy?
B) Recommendations for the Media: How can media institutions help citizens become more engaged in governance?
C) Recommendations for Public Institutions: What policies should be adopted, by whom, to create an enabling environment for democracy at the local, state, federal and global levels?
4:00 p.m. – 6:30  p.m.

Free time
 
6:30 p.m. – 9:00 p.m.

Private Reception for FOCAS Members and Participants at the home of 
Joan Fabry and Michael Klein
Monday, August 11, 2008
 
8:30 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Plenary Session:  Media and the 2008 Election

A panel will examine the relationship of the presidential candidates for the 2008 election and the media.  Specifically, what is new about the media coverage and candidate strategies for the 2008 election?  Are we finally in the age of Internet campaigns?   What strategies might we look for going forward?
 
9:45 a.m. – 11:10 a.m.
Roundtable C: Information Rights and Responsibilities of Citizenship

In this session, roundtable participants will consider citizens’ information rights and responsibilities within a democracy.  These might include elements of access to information, diversity, literacy, privacy, authenticity, and non-discrimination.  Lead off by Tracy Westen.  Questions for dialogue:
· What are the essential rights that a citizen can expect from its government with respect to the creation, flow and exchange of information?

· Consistent with their rights, what responsibilities are incumbent upon media in a democracy?  

· What are the responsibilities of citizenship to engage and communicate in the democratic process?  Is there a new way of thinking about citizenship, perhaps as a bundle of literacies including civics, news, information, media, network and computer skills?  
11:10 a.m. – 11:35 a.m.          Break

11:35 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.           Roundtable D: Global Citizenship and the Media 

After the break, the conference will address a global view of citizenship and the media, analyzing the interactions of media and citizenry in the development of democratic institutions and values.  Lead off comments from Madeleine Albright.  Questions for discussion:
· What (ethical) responsibilities do media have in connecting their publics with international news and information sources?
· How is the global nature of electronic communications being used to affect global understanding of critical issues including peace, prosperity, health and exchange among nations and peoples?

· What are the emerging issues in communications that will impact the role of media in connecting people throughout the world in reaching for solutions to global problems?

1:00 p.m. – 2:15 p.m.           
Lunch 
 
2:15 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

Working Groups

FOCAS Members return to their three separate working groups, meeting simultaneously, with the aim of arriving at recommendations for citizens, the media, and public institutions in better emphasizing the responsibilities of citizens in a democracy.
4:00 p.m. – 6:30  p.m.

Free time

 
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m.

Private Reception for FOCAS Members and Participants
Tuesday, August 12, 2008
8:45 a.m. – 9:45 a.m.

Plenary Session:  Recommendations for Citizenship Solutions 

Report of the Working Groups with recommendations relating to citizenship initiatives aimed at promoting the workings of democracy.
 9:45 a.m. – 10:45 a.m.

Plenary Session:  Recommendations for Media Solutions

Report of the Working Groups with recommendations relating to media’s role in enhancing the goals of a democracy.
10:45 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.

Break 

11:00 a.m. – 12:00 p.m.
Plenary Session:  Recommendations for Public Institutions 

Report of the Working Groups with recommendations relating to the role of public institutions in improving the workings of democracy at the local, state, federal and global levels.

12:00 p.m. – 12:30 p.m.
Plenary Session:  Conclusions and Final Remarks
12:30 p.m. – 1:30 p.m.

Informal Lunch 
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