
 
 

WEBINAR, CONFERENCE CALL OR OTHER LIVE EXCHANGE  

Context and Background Profile 
 

Please provide a short description of the context within which your work is taking place by completing this profile.  It will 
be shared with any Community members who sign up to participate in your exchange.  We’ll also include it in the WCRL 
Media Center, if a recording of your webinar or exchange is archived.  
 

TITLE OF EXCHANGE Building Rural Networks for Wealth Creation 
 

ORGANIZER 
 Name, Organization, Email 

Mary Snow, Rural Support Partners, mary@ruralsupportpartners.com 

PRESENTERS  
Name, Organization and 

Email for each 

Thomas Watson, Rural Support Partners, Thomas@ruralsupportpartners.com 
 

 
 

 
 

THE WORK OR 
QUESTION  

Write a few sentences about what you want to address in this webinar or exchange – and why it is 
important to you right now.  
The purpose of this webinar is to share findings from the 2011 publication, “Rural Networks for 
Wealth Creation: Impacts and Lessons Learned from U.S. Communities.”  This study highlights 
networks of organizations that are working to create wealth that sticks in rural communities.  This 
research is based on interviews with 24 practitioners from six different rural networks across the 
United States. 
 
The presenters will share findings related to network results, network management, network legal 
structures, network membership, structures and processes for getting work done in networks, 
structures and practices for governing networks, funders’ roles in networks, and the key building 
blocks of a successful network.  Presenters will pull from direct quotes to express the power of 
Networks to create more trust and stronger relationships, stronger leaders and organizations, 
increased access to funding, greater results and greater influence at a greater scale than any one 
individual organization could achieve alone.   
 
Topics for this webinar include: 

• What are Rural Networks for Wealth Creation? 
• Why Rural Networks Matter for Wealth Creation 
• The 10 building blocks of a Successful Network 
• Results of Networks as Forms of Capital  
• Examples from the Field 
• How Networks Get Work Done 
• How Networks Come Together 

 
 
 

 

 WEALTH CREATION AND RURAL LIVELIHOODS          A NATIONAL COMMUNITY OF PRACTICE 

 



CONTEXT  

What top five or so (give or take) key facts should Community members know in order to understand 
the context of the work or question you are addressing in this exchange?  They might relate to: 
 The situation that catalyzed the work, research or question you are bringing to the table. 
 The historic or current situation related to the economic or sector focus of your work or research. 
 The demographics and culture of the region you are addressing. 
 Recent trends or changes in the economy, market demand, working or partner relationships, 

culture or demographics that have relevance to the work. 
 Other critical factors that come into play, e.g., existing enmities or divides, history of 

collaboration or non-collaboration, big players entering or leaving the playing field, demands 
from resource partners, etc. 

 Anything you think is important! 

Our research is based on three concepts: 

• Networks are webs of organizations that are collaborating strategically to move forward a 
coordinated body of work.  

• Rural networks are webs of organizations where the majority of the work takes place in 
towns with populations under 50,000, or in unincorporated areas.  

• Networks for wealth creation are webs of organizations that are developing institutions and 
collective strategies that build local assets and create wealth that stays local. 

 
The six networks that we interviewed for this research included the following: 

• Central Appalachian Network (five states, Appalachia, local food value chain work)  
• Federation of Appalachian Housing Enterprises (four states, Appalachia, housing) 
• Rio Grande Valley Equal Voice Network (two counties, South Texas, multi-issue)  
• ROC USA® (national, resident-owned mobile home parks) 
• Rural Voices for Conservation Coalition (ten states, Western US, conservation policy) 
• Value Chain Partnerships (statewide, Iowa, local food value chain work) 

 
Basic research questions: 

• What is a network able to do that an individual organization is unable to do on its own? 
• Why would we want to build a network in the first place? 
• Why might a network be worth the time and money that it requires? 

 
 

When completed, please email this form to Deb Markley at deb@e2mail.org. 
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