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Promoting job creation and 

entrepreneurship in the Maghreb 

Overview: 

The North Africa Partnership for Economic 
Opportunity is a network of U.S. and North Africa 
business leaders, entrepreneurs and civil society leaders 
with a mission to foster job creation and 
entrepreneurship and a focus on youth. Over the next 
five years this network is committed to positively impacting 
100,000 people. 

PNB-NAPEO is locally-owned and locally-driven. Local 
Advisory Boards have been established in Algeria, Morocco 
and Tunisia and are currently being formed in Libya and 
Mauritania. These boards identify and determine priorities 
and resources for their respective countries, as well as 
regional agenda.   

NAPEO is a regional manifestation of Partners for a New 
Beginning (PNB): a locally-owned and locally-driven 
initiative, with support from a global coalition of prominent 
business and civil society leaders.  PNB fosters partnerships 
that advance local priorities. 

PNB-NAPEO Morocco – Focus Areas: 

Entrepreneurship: The local advisory board will work in 
partnership with General Confederation of Moroccan 
Corporations (CGEM) who will be the primary sponsor of 
the U.S.-Maghreb Entrepreneurship Conference 17-18 
January 2012. The Local Board will handle all logistics, 
accommodations, transportation, etc. for the conference. 

One of the top priorities identified by the Moroccan board is 
Women’s Entrepreneurship Mentoring Network. The 
network pairs experienced business women with young 
business women to provide them with mentorship and 
advice on developing their business and providing a general 
support system for women entrepreneurs. The mentorship 
system is largely based on the model developed by Vital 
Voices. Based in Morocco, the women’s entrepreneurship 
mentoring network hopes to expand further into rural areas 
of Morocco as well as do more active outreach to youth 
entrepreneurs in Universities. Through PNB-NAPEO they 
are exploring partnerships with Abraaj Capital. 
In cooperation with the Morocco local board, E-Commerce 
Consesil, Paypal and Ebay’s WorldofGood.com will be 
working on a handicrafts project with artisans to put their 
products on E-bay. This platform will eliminate the middle 
men usually required to distribute to the U.S. market and will 
provide the artisans themselves with additional income. It 
will also provide a more effective distribution channel to the 
U.S. 
Regional Cooperation: The Moroccan local board is 
focused on fostering cross-border business partnerships 
throughout the Maghreb in various sectors including food 
industry, textiles, etc. The local board is currently working 
on bringing a Moroccan franchise, Venetian Ice, to Algeria 
and working with the PNB-NAPEO Algeria Chair to 
navigate the legal barriers.  

Education & Research: The board is partnering with EFE-Maroc, a 
division of Education for Employment, whose mission is to develop 
partnerships between the public and private sectors to implement training 
programs that improve job skills of young people while meeting the needs of 
companies. A new program, "Al Morad" aims to model sustainable 
employability in a systems approach integrating the different stakeholders in 
the education sector for employment. Its objective is to facilitate adequate 
training to allow more than 15,000 young Moroccans better employability. 
EFE-Maroc is the prime contractor for the program "Al Morad" in 
partnership with The MasterCard Foundation for the period from 2011 to 
2014. 
Injaz will partner with University Hassan II in Casablanca to create an 
entrepreneurship module for 3rd Year undergraduate students. Students will 
be trained by executives and teachers on how to create their own companies. 
It will impact 600 students in its first year and expand to 3000. The project 
will create 120 new businesses a year. 

Events and Delegations: 

May 2012 University Partnerships Delegation (TBD) 

PNB-NAPEO Morocco Leadership: 

Honorary President: Mohamed Horani, CEO, Hightech Payment 
Systems  

Chair: Omar Chaabi, Executive Vice President Ynna Holding 

Vice-Chairs:  Nawal Elaidaoui, Director of External Relations, Procter 
& Gamble Maghreb 
Wafâa Chafi Fathi, Secretary General, BMCE Bank 
Foundation 
Hakima El Haiti, CEO, EauGlobe 

Secretary General:   
Ilham Zhiri, Vice-President, AFEM 

  Rabia El Alama, CEO, AmCham 
  Zakaria Fahim, Managing Partner, BDO   
Members: 

Abbad Andaloussi, Director, Injaz 
Maroc Director 
Amine Berrada, CEO, Chocolaterie 
Aiguebelle 
Farid Benchekroun, Founder, 
Alphenberg Company 
Hassan Bahej, CEO, Cisco Morocco 
Souraya Bedraoui, President, AFEM  
Wafa Zerrouki, President, 
Association of Traditional Handicraft 
Women  
Zakaria Fahim, CEO, BDO 
 

Mohamed Elmandjra, CEO, Meditel  
Mehdi Laraki, President, Gelacom 
Groupe   
Suzanne Moyer, President, 
Amerisource Consulting,  
Mohammed Benamor, Founder, 
Benson Shoes  
Moulay Essakalli, President, Zidzid 
Kids  
Jamal Belahrach, General Manager, 
Manpower-Maghreb 
Rabia El Alama, Director, Amcham  
Farid Benchekroun, Founder & 
CEO, Alphenberg Company 
Leyth Zniber CEO Groupe Zniber – 
Diana Holding    
 

Contact: Vanessa Zuabi, Associate Director, PNB-NAPEO Secretariat at 
vanessa.zuabi@aspeninstitute.org  
 


