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Promoting job creation and 

entrepreneurship in the Maghreb 

Overview: 

The North Africa Partnership for Economic Opportunity is 
a network of U.S. and North Africa business leaders, 
entrepreneurs and civil society leaders with a mission to 
foster job creation and entrepreneurship and a focus on 
youth. Over the next five years this network is committed to 
positively impacting 100,000 people. 

PNB-NAPEO is locally-owned and locally-driven. Local 
Advisory Boards have been established in Algeria, Morocco and 
Tunisia and are currently being formed in Libya and Mauritania. 
These boards identify and determine priorities and resources for 
their respective countries, as well as regional agenda.   

NAPEO is a regional manifestation of Partners for a New 
Beginning (PNB): a locally-owned and locally-driven initiative, 
with support from a global coalition of prominent business and 
civil society leaders.  PNB fosters partnerships that advance local 
priorities. 

The network created by PNB-NAPEO will be the vehicle for 
communities in the United States and North Africa to identify, 
initiate and sustain projects at the Maghreb regional level to foster 
entrepreneurship and job creation, especially for youth. 

PNB-NAPEO Tunisia – Focus Areas: 

Entrepreneurship: The Local Advisory Board supported the 
PNB-NAPEO Entrepreneurship Delegation led by the US 
Department of State in early November 2011. Board members 
suggested Tunisia-based candidate companies for the delegation, 
which was based on a cross-region business plan competition. 
There were accompanying mentoring sessions connecting 
Tunisian entrepreneurs with a US VC Delegation that will visit 
the country later in the month. 

The board has a project entitled “Invest in a New Democracy” 
that would promote Tunisia as a foreign direct investment 
destination and investment hub in the IT sector. 

The board will also be focused on a project entitled Private 
Equity/ Venture Capital Promotion that will aim at fostering this 
industry by providing capacity building and trainings to the major 
stakeholders in the Private Equity sector in Tunisia.  

“2Is4Js: Invention & Innovation for Jobs” was approved for its 
objectives of fostering creation of innovative start ups and 
generating high value new jobs. The project, which has a 
Maghreb perspective, seeks to leverage on the PNB-NAPEO 
initiative and the US – Tunisia Science & Technology 
Cooperation Agreement for better performances. 

IACE is leading a three stage project that will encourage 
entrepreneurship in the interior of Tunisia.  The project will bring 
American MBA students and matching them with Tunisian MBA 
students to conduct fieldwork to identify business opportunities, 
develop business plans and then help entrepreneurs find 
financing. A pilot project was initiated by American University in 
July 2011. The goal is to expand the number of American 
business schools and reach over 24 cities in Tunisia. 

Education & Research: The Local Advisory Board and the 
Tunisian American Chamber of Commerce plans to support and 
provide assistance to Education For Employment’s new public-
private partnerships in Tunisia including cross-border “Training of 
Trainers” (ToT) and Maghreb youth entrepreneurship programs. 
Among other things, the board will assist EFE by coordinating with 
other PNB-NAPEO projects in Tunisia, conducting press outreach, 
outreaching to corporate partners to secure jobs and will bring in 
additional partners on board as needed. 

The Board also plans to support the Maghreb FICRA (Fostering 
Initiative for Creating Entrepreneurship Activities) initiative. The 
initiative targets 1100 students in their final year of university 
education, to develop project and business plans that will improve 
graduates’ employability and enhance their entrepreneurship skills. 

Events and Delegations: 

15 June 2011: Local Advisory Board Established 

5 August 2011: Priority Projects identified by the Local Advisory 
Board 

9 September 2011: Regional Maghreb Local Advisory Boards 
Meeting in Marrakech 

1 - 3 November 2011: Global Entrepreneurship Program 
Delegation to Maghreb in Tunisia 

2 December 2011: PNB Global Chapters Meeting in Istanbul 

17-18 January 2012: U.S. Maghreb Entrepreneurship Conference 
and PNB-NAPEO Advisory Board Meeting 

PNB-NAPEO Tunisia Leadership: 

Chair: Amel Bouchamaoui Hammami, President, 
TACC 

Vice-Chairs:  Ziad Oueslati, CEO and Founding Partner, 
TunInvest 

Mondher Ben Ayed, CEO, 
TMI 
Zahra Ben Nasr, Director, 
CJD Bizerte 
Mhamed BouAoun, General 
Manager, Vertical & 
Horizontal Partnerships 
Riadh Bouzaouache, Senior 
Expert, Entrepreneurship 
Education HEC-University of 
Sousse 
Mohamed Bridaa, Country 
Manager, Microsoft 
  

Sami Chahed, General 
Manager Tunisia, 
The Coca-Cola Company  
Adel Dahmani, General 
Manager, Cisco Systems 
Lamia Fourati, CEO, 
OneTech Tunisia 
Douja Gharbi, Owner, DG 
International Corporation 
Majdi Hassen, Executive 
Director, IACE 
Mahmoud Triki, Dean, 
Mediterranean School of 
Business Cola Company 

Contact: 

For more information regarding PNB-NAPEO, please contact 
Vanessa Zuabi, Associate Director, Middle East Programs, the 
Aspen Institute at +1 202 721 5598 or 
vanessa.zuabi@aspeninstitute.org 


