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Commission to Discuss Standards at Hearing in Massachusetts
 Focus on how Differences in Quality and Rigor of each State’s standards 
impacts NCLB and our Nation’s competitiveness

Washington, DC---Today former Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson and former Georgia Governor Roy Barnes, Co-Chairs of the Commission on No Child Left Behind, announced that the Commission will hold a hearing on how the relative quality and rigor of state standards impacts NCLB as well as efforts to ensure our nation’s competitiveness in a global economy.  The Commission will examine multiple viewpoints on these issues and determine what role a reauthorized NCLB should take to tackle these problems.  The hearing will take place on Thursday, August 31st at 9 AM EST and will be held at Lesley University in Cambridge, Massachusetts.

The Commission on No Child Left Behind is an independent, bipartisan effort to improve the No Child Left Behind Act and ensure it is a more useful force in closing the achievement gap that separates disadvantaged children and their peers.  The Commission will uncover the successes of NCLB, as well as provisions which need to be changed or eliminated.  The Commission, after a year of hearings, analysis and research, will report to Congress and the Administration in early 2007 with its recommendations. 

WHAT:     Hearing on how differing quality and rigor among State Standards impacts NCLB and efforts to ensure                   students are ready for college and the workplace

WHO:       Commission on No Child Left Behind
WITNESSES: 
· Chester E. Finn, Jr., President, Thomas B. Fordham Foundation, Washington, DC
· Michael Cohen, President, Achieve, Inc., Washington, DC
· Antonia Cortese, Executive Vice President, American Federation of Teachers
· Arthur J. Rothkopf, Senior Vice President and Counselor to the President, US Chamber of Commerce, Washington, DC
· Susan Traiman, Director, Education and Workforce Policy, The Business Roundtable
**ADDITIONAL WITNESSES TO BE ANNOUNCED**
WHEN:     Thursday,  August 31, 2006 @ 9AM EST
WHERE: Marran Theater at  Lesley University, 47 Oxford Street, Cambridge, MA 02138
**THE HEARING WILL BE LIVE ON THE INTERNET AT: www.nclbcommission.org **


BACKGROUND:
The implementation of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) has brought to light the differences in quality and rigor among each state’s K-12 standards. The Commission has heard in a number of venues that states differ in their expectations for their students.  These differences can be found both in the specific information and skills they are expected to learn and the breadth of this knowledge.  Questions have also been raised about whether many state’s standards are consistent with what is needed to develop the skills necessary to succeed in college and the workplace.  

Addressing all of these issues is critical to assuring that there are high expectations for all children and maintaining our nation’s leadership role in an increasingly competitive global marketplace.  For example, recent ACT assessment results showed that while a short-term trend of increasing college readiness is continuing, a majority of ACT test-takers still lack college ready skills in math and science.  

There are many theories on how to best deal with these issues. Some leading policy experts have called for national standards as an effective way to address differences in expectations among the states.  Others have expressed concern about adopting such an approach, favoring individual and collective state lead efforts to reduce the unevenness among the states in what students are expected to learn.  Still others have questioned the need for any organized or systemic focus to change or influence state standards, expecting market demands and college entrance standards to drive improvement.  

Differences in achievement are highlighted by the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP).  NAEP is a nationwide assessment sample that is recognized as a key public check on relative student proficiency among the states.  NCLB required all states to participate in NAEP so policymakers, educators, parents, and the general public would have a better idea of how their states’ students compared to their peers across the nation.  

When NAEP results are compared to those on individual state tests, a large gap in achievement between the two types of assessments often becomes evident.  Many states have 80 to 90 percent of their students scoring at a proficient level of performance on their state assessments.  In some of these same states, the percentage of students scoring at the proficient level or above on NAEP is as low as 25 to 35 percent.  Some of these states have a 50 percent and higher gap between their state results and their results on NAEP.

In addition, the American Diploma Project Network operated by Achieve, Inc. found in a 2005 analysis of the 50 States that there is a consistently large gap in what high schools require and what colleges and employers demand.  These reports and other findings have heightened concerns that the expectations of most states, through their standards and assessments, are not sufficient for what students need to succeed in higher education or the workplace.

THE HEARING:
These questions and others have led the Commission to take a critical look, through this hearing, at how the relative quality and rigor of state standards impacts NCLB as well as efforts to ensure our nation’s competitiveness in a global economy.  The Commission will examine multiple viewpoints on these issues and determine what role a reauthorized NCLB should take to tackle these problems.  
DETAILS FOR SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS:
Any persons or organizations wishing to submit written comments for the hearing record may do so by sending such comments electronically to nclbfeedback@aspeninstitute.org please include ‘Hearing Testimony’ in the subject line. Written comments can also be sent through the U.S. Mail to:  The Commission on No Child Left Behind, One Dupont Circle, Suite 700, Washington, D.C.  20036.  ALL WRITTEN COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY COB SEPTEMBER 14, 2006.  Written comments mailed to the Commission must be accompanied by an electronic version on computer disk.  Those submitting comments must clearly identify themselves with a valid mailing address and clearly indicating any affiliations the comments represent.
 
Submissions will be included in the record of the hearing at the discretion of the Commission.  The Commission will not alter the content of your submission, but does reserve the right to format it accordingly.  Submissions must be no longer than 10 pages in length, including any attachments.

The Commission on No Child Left Behind is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, the Joyce Foundation, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Carnegie Corporation of New York, and the Spencer Foundation. This document is published to communicate the results of the Commission’s work. The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in the Commission’s documents are entirely those of the author(s) and should not be attributed in any manner to the donors.
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