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NCLB Commission Holds Panel on Children with Disabilities
Commission to focus on how NCLB is Impacting the Achievement of Children with Disabilities
Washington, DC—Today former Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson and former Georgia Governor Roy Barnes, co-chairs for the Commission on No Child Left Behind, announced the fifth in a series of in-depth roundtables on the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). This roundtable will focus on children with disabilities and how NCLB has impacted their achievement and efforts to close the achievement gap between them and their non disabled peers.  Of particular focus will be an examination of state assessments for children with disabilities and the impact of flexibility issued by the U.S. Department of Education on how schools are being held accountable for the achievement of these children.  The roundtable will take place Wednesday, August 2 at 10 AM EST at the Aspen Institute in Washington, DC.    
The Commission on No Child Left Behind is an independent, bipartisan effort to improve the No Child Left Behind Act and ensure it is a more useful force in closing the achievement gap that separates disadvantaged children and their peers.  The Commission will uncover the successes of NCLB, as well as provisions which need to be changed or eliminated.  The Commission, after a year of hearings, analysis and research, will report to Congress and the Administration in early 2007 with its recommendations. 

WHAT:
Roundtable on the Impact of NCLB on Children with Disabilities
WHO:

Commission on No Child Left Behind

PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE:
· Susan Durant, Director, Office of Exceptional Children, South Carolina Department of Education 

· David H. Rose, Co-Founding Director, CAST, Wakefield, Massachusetts
· Martha Thurlow, Director, National Center on Educational Outcomes, Minneapolis, Minnesota
· Gwendolyn Mason, Director, Department of Special Education Services, Montgomery County, Maryland
· Katy Beh Neas, Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities, Washington, DC
· Ricki Sabia, Associate Director, National Down Syndrome Society National Policy Center, 
Washington, DC
· Isabel García, Executive Director, Parent to Parent of Miami, Miami, Florida
**More participants may be added**
WHEN:
Wednesday, August 2, 2006 @ 10 AM EST
WHERE:
The Aspen Institute, One Dupont Circle, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20036
**THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. NO RSVP NEEDED.  PLEASE BRING PHOTO ID TO ENTER THE BUILDING**
