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	Commission Announces Remaining Hearing Schedule 
Topics to include Standards and National Viewpoints on NCLB
Washington, DC---Today Former Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson and former Georgia Governor Roy Barnes, Co-Chairs of the Commission on No Child Left Behind, announced two additional hearings on the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  These hearings will help inform the Commission on the successes of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) as well as provisions which need to be changed or eliminated.  
The Commission will hold its next hearing, entitled ‘State Standards: Assessing Differences in Quality and Rigor and how they impact NCLB,’ at Lesley University in Cambridge, Massachusetts on Thursday, August 31st.  This hearing will focus on how the relative quality and rigor of state standards impacts NCLB as well as efforts to ensure our nation’s competitiveness in a global economy.  The Commission will examine multiple viewpoints on these issues and determine what role a reauthorized NCLB should take to tackle these problems.  
The Commission will then gather in Washington, DC on September 25th for its final hearing, entitled ‘Improving NCLB:  Successes, Concerns, and Solutions’.  This hearing will allow the Commission to hear the top issues and concerns about NCLB from leading national organizations and education policy experts.  The hearing will include a discussion of NCLB's main issues of assessment, adequate yearly progress, school improvement, teacher quality and many others.
The Commission on No Child Left Behind is an independent, bipartisan effort to improve the No Child Left Behind Act and ensure it is a more useful force in closing the achievement gap that separates disadvantaged children and their peers.  The Commission will uncover the successes of NCLB, as well as provisions which need to be changed or eliminated.  The Commission, after a year of hearings, analysis and research, will report to Congress and the Administration in early 2007 with its recommendations. 

The Commission on No Child Left Behind is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, the Joyce Foundation, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Carnegie Corporation of New York, and the Spencer Foundation. This document is published to communicate the results of the Commission’s work. The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in the Commission’s documents are entirely those of the author(s) and should not be attributed in any manner to the donors.
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