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 Commission Collects Recommendations on How NCLB Can Help High Schools
Steps need to be taken to improve and expand 

the role of high schools in NCLB
Washington, DC- Today the Commission on No Child Left Behind concluded its summer roundtable series on the impact of the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) on high schools.  Participants invited by the Commission to speak gave their personal and professional opinions on the role which NCLB should play in reforming high schools and ensuring students graduate high school ready for college.  The discussion centered on efforts to upgrade curriculum in our nation's high schools, how dropout and graduation rates should be calculated and better integrated in NCLB's accountability requirements, and what students need to be ready for college.
The roundtable was chaired by Commissioner Chris Edley.  He opened the meeting by discussing the importance of the participants sharing their recommendations on NCLB.  “We need to know about the barriers that people are facing with NCLB as well as the useful tools within this law,” said Edley.  “We cannot do our work and do it well if we do not have the opinions of those dealing with these issues.”
The Commission heard from a diverse group of individuals representing teachers, researchers, and organizations who work directly on issues related to high school students.  The comments of the participants touched upon all aspects of NCLB, including its accountability and assessment provisions.  “A basic level of proficiency is not enough,” said Governor Gaston Caperton, President, The College Board (NY), New York, NY.  Governor Caperton also cited the urgency in improving our high schools and the need to improve teacher quality as one of the most important elements of education reform.
The panel also included Governor Bob Wise with the Alliance for Excellent Education in Washington, DC, who discussed the importance of NCLB reflecting what happens in high schools.  He stressed that students need to be held to high standards, but that NCLB is not focused on high schools in a meaningful way.

Michael Cohen, the President of Achieve, Inc. in Washington, DC, pointed out the large number of high school students that are graduating unprepared for college and the workplace.  He emphasized the need to have higher and more appropriate expectations of these students.  

Robert Balfanz, an Associate Research Scientist at the Center for Social Organization of Schools at Johns Hopkins University in Baltimore, Maryland, gave an overview of the research he has done on high schools and graduation rates.  He has found that 15 percent of high schools produce a majority of high school dropouts.  Mr. Balfanz also discussed the need for better graduation rate accountability and ensuring NCLB’s adequate yearly progress system does not create perverse incentives for high schools in raising achievement. 

Fredreka Schouten, with Education Trust in Washington, DC, discussed the need to have more highly qualified teachers in high schools.  She went on to say that many schools with the least qualified teachers also have the largest numbers of poor and minority students.  She also pointed out that there needs to be more resources given to schools that need the most help.
Becky Pringle, a teacher and Chair of the NEA ESEA Advisory Committee at the National Education Association in Washington, DC, stressed the need for a properly designed curriculum with a flexible, comprehensive and improved assessment and accountability system for high schools.  She went on to say that there also needs to be increased resources for high schools and their students.
The Commission will continue its work this fall with a hearing in late September in Washington D.C. on NCLB.
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