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NCLB Commission Holds Panel on English Language Learners 
Commission to focus on how NCLB is Impacting the Achievement and English acquisition of English Language Learners 
Washington, DC—Today former Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson and former Georgia Governor Roy Barnes, co-chairs for the Commission on No Child Left Behind, announced the fourth in a series of in-depth roundtables on the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB). This roundtable will focus on how NCLB's accountability and English language acquisition elements (Title I and Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act) are impacting the academic achievement and English acquisition of English language learners.  The Commission will examine how NCLB's requirements in this area have been implemented and how the law can be improved to better serve English language learners.  The roundtable will take place Friday, July 21 at 10 AM EST at the Aspen Institute in Washington, DC.    
The Commission on No Child Left Behind is an independent, bipartisan effort to improve the No Child Left Behind Act and ensure it is a more useful force in closing the achievement gap that separates disadvantaged children and their peers.  The Commission will uncover the successes of NCLB, as well as provisions which need to be changed or eliminated.  The Commission, after a year of hearings, analysis and research, will report to Congress and the Administration in early 2007 with its recommendations. 

WHAT:
Roundtable on the Impact of NCLB on English Language Learners
WHO:

Commission on No Child Left Behind

PARTICIPANTS INCLUDE:
· Ms. Margarita Pinkos, Deputy for Policy, Office of English Language Acquisition, U.S. Department of Education, Washington, D.C. 
· Ms. Joanne Urrutia, Administrative Director, Division of Bilingual Education and World Languages, 
Miami-Dade County Public Schools
· Ms. Melissa Lazarin, National Council of La Raza

· Ms. Susan Valinski, ESOL Elementary Instructional Support Teacher, Fairfax County, VA
WHEN:
Friday, July 21, 2006 @ 10 AM EST
WHERE:
The Aspen Institute, One Dupont Circle, Suite 700, Washington, DC 20036

**THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO THE PUBLIC. NO RSVP NEEDED.  PLEASE BRING PHOTO ID TO ENTER THE BUILDING*****
