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Washington, DC — Today the Commission on No Chaét Behind made the following statement in response
to the Senate Committee on Health, Education, Labuat Pensions hearing on Effective Strategies for
Engaging Parents and Communities in Schools.

The Commission applauds the Committee in its eftogmphasize not only the importance of parentdl a
community involvement in schools, but exploring cate ways of making it happen.

In our reportBeyond NCLB: Fulfilling the Promise to Our Natior€hildren the Commission lays out

specific, actionable recommendations to ensurepiduantsand taxpayers have access to richer data on studen
and school achievement, better information on albdity and effectiveness of student options, sasipublic
school choice and supplemental educational sericss tutoring), and “truth in advertising” abdbe level of
expectations for students on state standards ated t€he Commission also recommends empow@angnts

to ensure that the law is faithfully implemented.

To address these critical issues, the Commissismtzale the following recommendations:

* We recommend improving the accuracy and fairnesslefuate yearly progress (AYP) calculations by
allowing states to include student achievement growsuch calculations.

* We recommend that current federal funding for assest development be maintained and used to
upgrade test delivery and scoring technology ttdyagiicker and more accurate data to distrigésents
and schoolsParentsneed timely information on student performanca somprehensible format to
make decisions about academic progress and avadalibns.

* We recommend that districts identify and public@zeerson or office that would operate as a point of
contact forparentsand others regarding options such as free tut@magpublic school choice.

* We recommend that districts provide enrollmentqusiseveral times a year for supplemental
educational services to ensure that all eligibiédotn have the opportunity to receive free tutgrin

We recommend a national model and a common scat®foparing the relative rigor of state standards
and tests to givparentsmore meaningful information on the level of expgicins of students.

 We recommend thgtarentsand other concerned parties have the right to thiskicts, states and the
U.S. DOE accountable for faithfully implementingtrequirements of NCLB through enhanced
enforcement options with the state and the U.S. DOE



We urge the adoption of this comprehensive se¢@mmendations to ensure that students will aclaeae
high academic level, and thadrentsand members of the community will be informed loa progress and the
level of expectations of children in schools, dtssrand states. These and other recommendatyotieb
Commission form a blueprint for improving NCLB aadcelerating the progress in meeting its goal of
proficiency for all students. You can access tben@ission’s full report by visitingeww.nclbcommission.org
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