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Good morning, I am very pleased to be here at the Commission’s fifth hearing on the No Child Left Behind Act here at Lesley University in Cambridge, Massachusetts.  It is also a great pleasure to be here with my co-chair and friend Tommy Thompson.  Both of us are very much looking forward to today’s testimony and learning more about how we can improve NCLB.
The focus of today’s hearing is on standards.  The effort to establish high quality state standards is over two decades old.  It is clear that great progress has been made in defining what we expect all of our students to learn since A Nation at Risk alerted the nation to the lack of clarity and focus in our educational system in 1983.  Since that time, through various efforts culminating in NCLB, states have implemented systems of standards and assessments to measure how their students are achieving to these standards.

What is equally clear, however, is that the specific knowledge our children are expected to acquire and the level at which they are expected to master that knowledge varies widely from state to state.  There are clear differences between the quality and rigor of each state’s standards.  In an increasingly competitive global economy where our youngest adults are expected to hold seven or more jobs in their lifetime and likely hold these jobs in multiple states, different expectations limit the opportunity our students have to be successful in the workplace and provide for their future families.  The question for this Commission is how these differences in expectations and their affect on college and workplace success is impacting the No Child Left Behind Act.

The Commission is holding this hearing because there is an escalating call for more rigorous standards and expectations for our children to ensure that they leave high school ready for college or an increasingly demanding workplace.  Numerous analyses have made one thing clear; students graduating high school on average are not ready for college and the workplace.  Whether it is the high number of remedial courses necessary for college freshman or the retraining that must take place for first time post high school job holders, we are not providing our students with what they need to succeed.

Numerous solutions have been offered in the debate over these issues and many of these will be voiced here today.  Some leading policy experts have called for national standards.  Others have expressed concern about adopting such an approach, favoring individual and collective state lead efforts to reduce the unevenness among the states in what students are expected to learn.  In fact, 23 states have embarked on this approach through the ADP Network at Achieve.  We will hear testimony about this Network today.  

Others believe the issue of different expectations for students from state to state is best addressed by expecting market demands and college entrance standards to drive improvement.  This Commission will sort through all of these ideas and determine how and if they should apply to NCLB.

One of the most important aspects of our work is the public input that we receive about No Child Left Behind and our work as a Commission.  I want to encourage everyone here today, as well as those watching our live webcast on the internet to provide us with your thoughts and views on NCLB and our work.  
You can do so by going to our website – www.nclbcommission.org.  There is a link on our homepage that allows you to enter your comments and learn about upcoming Commission events.  Thus far, the Commission has been very encouraged by very large number of written comments, analysis and recommendations we have received from around the country and we would love to see that spirited response continue.
I want to close by thanking the witnesses for coming to testify before the Commission today.  We appreciate you taking the time to talk to us and look forward to your testimony.  
I would now like to recognize my friend and co-chair Tommy Thompson for his opening statement.
