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Good morning, I am very pleased to join my friend and colleague Tommy Thompson at the Commission’s final hearing prior to issuing its recommendations early next year.  Along with Secretary Thompson, I am very much looking forward to today’s testimony and learning more about how we can improve NCLB.  I also want to thank Walter Isaacson for being here and for his remarks.  I too appreciate his efforts on this Commission.
I also would like to join Secretary Thompson in expressing appreciation to our funders.  Without their support we would not be able to take on this important task.
In the four and a half years since its passage, No Child Left Behind has dramatically changed the national conversation over education policy.  Having its most ardent supporters and its most determined detractors, NCLB has generated a healthy debate over how we ensure our children are learning and what can be done when their schools are not performing at the level we need.
No Child Left Behind’s focus on teacher quality, adequate yearly progress and school improvement have made clear that we have an achievement gap in this nation between disadvantaged children and their non disadvantaged peers.  No longer can aggregate performance of a school mask the lack of achievement among minority, low-income, special education, and limited English proficient students.  Bipartisan support for these principals is what drove the passage of NCLB in 2002.

Today, this Commission is holding its twelfth pubic event aimed at providing us input on how the NCLB statute is working, how effective its implementation has been, what portions of the law we must maintain and what improvements we must make.  Including the testimony we are about to receive today, we will have heard from 46 witnesses at our hearings, 33 participants at our roundtables, and over 50 additional individuals from the public, through the public testimony portion of our hearings.  Additionally, we have received over 5,000 comments through our website ranging from criticism to support of this law.  This input is extremely useful to us as we learn more about the operation of this law in our states, schools, and classrooms.
This hearing also marks a turn in the Commission’s work, after this hearing, our deliberation on which provisions of NCLB we should maintain and which we should change begins in earnest.  We take this effort very seriously.  The foundation laid by NCLB, one that demands results, requires us to ensure our work improves the impact of this law on the quality of education for all children and closing the achievement gap.
I want to close by thanking the witnesses for coming to testify before the Commission today.  We very much appreciate you taking the time to talk to us and look forward to your testimony.
I would now like to ask the Commission Members to briefly introduce themselves.
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