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Good morning, I am pleased to be here with my co-chair and friend Tommy Thompson in his home state of Wisconsin.  Today’s hearing focuses on one of the most important topics in No Child Left Behind.  How do you help a school that is struggling become an academic success?
NCLB built upon the work of many States, including Wisconsin, to hold schools accountable for academic achievement.  NCLB’s focus of assessing students annually and reporting the achievement of minorities and disadvantaged subgroups ensures that we focus on children that have not always received enough attention in the past.  Through NCLB’s adequate yearly progress requirements, some schools have been identified as not meeting state standards – 49 schools here in Wisconsin.  
When a school is identified as not meeting state standards, NCLB’s school improvement requirements commence.  Under these requirements, NCLB provides interventions designed to address the difficulties facing the school, options for parents, and eventually sanctions for schools that continue to struggle.  
The Commission is here in Wisconsin today to learn how NCLB’s school improvement requirements are working.  Are they helping or hindering efforts to turn around schools whose students are struggling academically?  Are NCLB’s requirements for public school choice and supplemental services helping children and schools succeed academically?  

When schools face NCLB’s last school improvement step – a process called restructuring – what methods provide successful paths for schools that fall into this category of schools with 6 straight years of not making adequate yearly progress?
Like all educators, parents and taxpayers, the Commission is anxious to learn what is and what is not working.  As Congress reauthorizes or updates NCLB in the coming years, an accountability system will undoubtedly be a part of the law.  One of the most important conversations this Commission and educators can have is how best to help schools which are identified as struggling by this system.  It takes real work to turn around a school that is struggling academically.  While we need to hold our schools accountable for achievement, we also need to ensure schools and their teachers have the tools and proven methods to address their difficulties.
Today’s discussion on this topic is not the end of our work to improve NCLB’s school improvement process.  I join Secretary Thompson in encouraging those who are attending today’s hearing as well as those who are watching on the Internet to provide us your comments through our website – www.nclbcommission.org.  To date we have received thousands of comments on NCLB and its impact on our schools.  As Secretary Thompson just said, the Commission is in the information gathering stage of its work.  Today’s testimony as well as the comments we receive through our website are useful in helping learn more about how this law is impacting our schools.

I want to close by thanking the witnesses for coming to testify before the Commission today.  
We appreciate you taking the time to talk to us and look forward to your testimony.  Thank you.

I now ask the Commission Members to briefly introduce themselves.
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