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National Education Organizations and Policy Experts Testify at Final Commission Hearing
Commission Hears that Current NCLB Law Must Improve to Close the Achievement Gap in US Education



WASHINGTON, DC —Today the Commission on No Child Left Behind held the final in a series of hearings on the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).  The hearing informed the Commission on the top issues and concerns of leading national organizations and education policy experts on NCLB.  The Commission heard testimony and debate on NCLB's main issues of assessment, adequate yearly progress, school improvement, teacher quality and many others.  The Commission listened to multiple viewpoints and recommendations on what role a reauthorized NCLB should take to tackle these problems.
“NCLB has dramatically changed the national conversation about education by bringing a stronger focus on accountability for results and a commitment to assuring that all children – regardless of race, economic status or where they live – achieve at a high level,” said Secretary Thompson.  “The law has provided a context for looking beyond how our own children are performing in our own schools.  We are now much more aware and informed about the quality of education being provided to students across the country.”
“This hearing marks a turn in the Commission’s work.  After this hearing, our deliberation on which provisions of NCLB we should maintain and which we should change begins in earnest,” said Governor Barnes.  “We take this effort very seriously.  The foundation laid by NCLB, one that demands results, requires us to ensure our work improves the impact of this law on the quality of education for all children and closing the achievement gap.”


During the testimony, the Commission heard about the positive aspects of NCLB, as well concerns voiced about NCLB’s provisions and its implementation.  Witnesses favored expanding NCLB’s system of Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP) to include measuring the academic progress of children from year to year and improving the capacity of states and school districts to help struggling schools turn around.  In addition, witnesses called for an upgraded focus on teacher and principal quality and improving the focus and rigor of what our children are expected to master.  These recommendations closely mirrored much of what the Commission has learned throughout its other hearings around the country.   

The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) is the most significant step taken by the Federal government to focus on raising student achievement for all children while addressing the achievement gaps that separate disadvantaged students from their non disadvantaged peers.  With NCLB scheduled for reauthorization in 2007, the Commission – through a series of public hearings, roundtables and various platforms for gathering public testimony and comment – has focused on how to improve the law and its implementation so it is a more effective tool for educators in improving the academic achievement of all students and closing the achievement gap.
The Commission’s work will culminate in a report that will be released to the public with recommendations to Congress and the Administration in early 2007.  It will build on the significant progress that has taken place as a result of NCLB by recommending ways for making the law even more effective in supporting the work of teachers, principals, school leaders and other education providers in closing the achievement gap.






Witnesses who testified at this hearing are listed below.  Their testimony can be accessed at www.nclbcommission.org





The Honorable Raymond Simon, Deputy Secretary, United States Department of Education
Reg Weaver, President, National Education Association
Edward J. McElroy, President, American Federation of Teachers

Kati Haycock, Director, Education Trust

Michael D. Casserly, Executive Director, Council of the Great City Schools

Chris Whittle, CEO and Founder, Edison Schools 

Valerie Woodruff, Delaware Secretary of Education and President, Council of Chief State School Officers 

John Chubb, Koret Task Force, Hoover Institution, Stanford University
Michael Petrilli, Vice President for National Programs & Policy, The Thomas Fordham Foundation

Reginald Felton, Director of Federal Relations, National School Boards Association

Andrew Rotherham, Co-Founder and Co-Director, Education Sector

Denise Greene-Wilkinson, Co-Chair, National Association of Secondary School Principals, NCLB Task Force

Madeleine Will, Vice President of Public Policy and Director, National Down Syndrome Society 

The Commission on No Child Left Behind is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, the Joyce Foundation, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Carnegie Corporation of New York, and the Spencer Foundation. This document is published to communicate the results of the Commission’s work. The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in the Commission’s documents are entirely those of the author(s) and should not be attributed in any manner to the donors.
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