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Commission to Hold Final Hearing in Nation’s Capitol 
 Focus on how to Improve NCLB

Washington, DC---Today former Health and Human Services Secretary Tommy Thompson and former Georgia Governor Roy Barnes, Co-Chairs of the Commission on No Child Left Behind, announced that the Commission will hold its final hearing on the top issues and concerns about NCLB from leading national organizations and education policy experts.  The hearing will include a discussion of NCLB's main issues of assessment, adequate yearly progress, school improvement, teacher quality and many others.  The hearing will take place on Monday, September 25th at 9 AM EST and will be held at George Washington University in Washington, DC.

The Commission on No Child Left Behind is an independent, bipartisan effort to improve the No Child Left Behind Act and ensure it is a more useful force in closing the achievement gap that separates disadvantaged children and their peers.  The Commission will uncover the successes of NCLB, as well as provisions which need to be changed or eliminated.  The Commission, after a year of hearings, analysis and research, will report to Congress and the Administration in early 2007 with its recommendations. 

WHAT:     Hearing on the top issues and concerns about NCLB
WHO:        Commission on No Child Left Behind
WITNESSES: 
Panel One: 

· The Honorable Raymond Simon, Deputy Secretary, United States Department of Education
Panel Two:
· Reg Weaver, President, National Education Association

· Edward J. McElroy, President, American Federation of Teachers

· Kati Haycock, Director, Education Trust

· Michael D. Casserly, Executive Director, Council of the Great City Schools
· Chris Whittle, CEO and Founder, Edison Schools 
· Valerie Woodruff, Delaware Secretary of Education and President, Council of the Chief State School Officers 
Panel Three:
· John Chubb, Koret Task Force, Hoover Institute

· Michael Petrilli, Vice President for National Programs & Policy, The Thomas Fordham Foundation
· Reginald Felton, Director of Federal Relations, National School Boards Association

· Andrew Rotherham, Co-Founder and Co-Director, Education Sector
** Additional witnesses may be announced.**
WHEN:     Monday,  September 25, 2006 @ 9AM EST
WHERE:  The Jack Morton Auditorium at George Washington University
                  805 21st Street, NW, Washington, DC 20052
**THE HEARING WILL BE LIVE ON THE INTERNET AT: www.nclbcommission.org **


BACKGROUND:
The No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB) is the most significant step taken by the Federal government to focus on raising student achievement for all children while addressing the achievement gaps that separate disadvantaged students from their non disadvantaged peers.  While NCLB was first passed with strong bipartisan consensus, rigorous debates continue over how best to improve teacher quality, hold schools accountable for student achievement, the quality and rigor of state standards and assessments and how to turn around struggling schools.  

With NCLB scheduled for reauthorization in 2007, the Commission – through a series of public hearings, roundtables and various platforms for gathering public testimony and comment – has focused on how to improve the law and its implementation so it is a more effective tool for educators in improving the academic achievement of all students and closing the achievement gap.

When NCLB was first passed in early 2002, its requirements caused significant changes in the way States, districts and schools were held accountable for the academic achievement of their children.  These changes necessitated efforts by all levels of government to implement the law’s provisions and requirements.  
THE HEARING:
The Commission will examine the implementation of the Act through testimony from a diverse group of key education leaders.  The Commission’s discussions will attempt to differentiate problems and struggles that relate to the law itself from those that can be clarified through better implementation at the state and local level and/or through guidance issued by U.S. Department of Education.  The Commission’s interactions with educators throughout the country have made it clear that the efficient and timely implementation of the law at the Federal, State, school district and school levels has been a significant challenge.
In addition to the focus on implementation, testimony at this hearing will focus on the major statutory aspects of NCLB including:  highly qualified teachers, adequate yearly progress (NCLB’s accountability system for schools), the quality of state standards and assessments, and turning around struggling public schools and providing additional options for children attending such schools.  The Commission is seeking to gather information on the impact of these provisions and how they can be strengthened to improve academic achievement and further close the achievement gap between disadvantaged students and their non disadvantaged peers.


DETAILS FOR SUBMISSION OF WRITTEN COMMENTS:
Any persons or organizations wishing to submit written comments for the hearing record may do so by sending such comments electronically to nclbfeedback@aspeninstitute.org please include ‘Hearing Testimony’ in the subject line. Written comments can also be sent through the U.S. Mail to:  The Commission on No Child Left Behind, One Dupont Circle, Suite 700, Washington, D.C.  20036.  ALL WRITTEN COMMENTS MUST BE RECEIVED BY COB October 10, 2006.  Written comments mailed to the Commission must be accompanied by an electronic version on computer disk.  Those submitting comments must clearly identify themselves with a valid mailing address and clearly indicating any affiliations the comments represent.
 
Submissions will be included in the record of the hearing at the discretion of the Commission.  The Commission will not alter the content of your submission, but does reserve the right to format it accordingly.  Submissions must be no longer than 10 pages in length, including any attachments.

The Commission on No Child Left Behind is funded by the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation, the Joyce Foundation, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, Carnegie Corporation of New York, and the Spencer Foundation. This document is published to communicate the results of the Commission’s work. The findings, interpretations, and conclusions expressed in the Commission’s documents are entirely those of the author(s) and should not be attributed in any manner to the donors.
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