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Good morning, I am pleased to commence the fourth in a series of five public hearings this Commission has undertaken over the past few months to learn about the impact of the No Child Left Behind Act on our schools and children.  

First, let me thank our distinguished panel of witnesses and all of you in the audience who have joined us here in Madison.  I would also like to welcome and thank those all over the country who are tuning into our live webcast of this event.

My name is Tommy Thompson, and I co-chair this Commission along with my colleague Roy Barnes.  Governor Barnes and I, along with our distinguished fellow Commissioners – who will briefly introduce themselves in a few minutes – have agreed to serve on this Commission because we believe that the historic passage of No Child Left Behind  - with strong bi-partisan support – has significantly changed the national conversation about how we improve public education in this country.  

In that same bi-partisan spirit, the objective of the Commission is to conduct an independent analysis of what is working well and what needs to be improved to make the law work more effectively.  Our work will culminate in a report , that will be released to the public, with recommendations to Congress and the Administration on how the law can be made more effective and better support the work of teachers, principals, school leaders and other education providers in improving student learning across the board and in closing the achievement gap that exists between disadvantaged children and their peers.
In previous hearings, discussions, and school visits, Commissioners have learned a great deal about the implementation of NCLB that will be very helpful in developing our recommendations for improving the law.  You can access webcasts and reports on our previous public hearings which have addressed important issues such as teacher quality, assessment and data quality and the quality of state accountability systems by visiting our website at www.nclbcommission.org. 

NCLB has brought a stronger focus on accountability for results and a commitment to assuring that all children – regardless of race or economic status – achieve at a high level.  NCLB required states to develop academic standards to set expectations for student learning and to conduct annual assessments in grades 3 – 8 and in grade 10 to measure student progress against those standards.  Importantly, the law contains a series of interventions for consistently struggling schools.  These include providing options for students in schools that are labeled “in need of improvement” as well as an escalating series of “corrective actions” required of schools that continue to fail to meet adequate yearly progress targets.  
Specifically, students in schools that fail to make adequate yearly progress (also known as AYP) for two consecutive years are given the opportunity to transfer to another public school.  If a school fails to reach AYP for a third year, students are given the option of receiving free tutoring (known as supplemental educational services) from state approved education providers which can include districts, non-profit organizations and for-profit companies.  I like to think of this as having an academic bottom line on behalf of the child.  If the current school is not getting the job done, the law contains immediate options to help parents and children as those schools work to improve.  

Witnesses at today’s hearing will talk about successes and struggles with the implementation of the choice provisions in the law.  According to the National Assessment of Title I, conducted by the Institute of Educational Sciences at the U.S. Department of Education, the numbers of eligible students being served by the public school choice and free tutoring provisions on NCLB is improving but still remains very low.  Of the more than 3.9 million students eligible for the public school transfer option in 2004-5, only 45,000 participated.  
Of the 1.4 million students eligible for the free tutoring option, only 233,000 were served.  The Commission is very interested in learning why these numbers are so low and how to ensure more students are getting all of the help promised by the law.  We are also interested in learning about what is being done by states and others to evaluate the effectiveness of these programs and their providers in improving student achievement.
The law also requires schools that have not made AYP for four years to undertake an escalating series of “corrective actions” to assure that problems at these schools are getting fixed and all children are succeeding academically.

During today’s hearing, witnesses will also talk about successes and struggles in helping these schools improve.  The Commission is very interested in learning what states, districts and schools are doing well to turn around failing schools as well as hearing recommendations from the experts who have joined us today on how the law can be improved to better assist in helping these schools succeed for their students.
Let me stress that the Commission is currently in the information gathering stage of our work.  We don’t yet have recommendations or hardened viewpoints on what is and what is not working in No Child Left Behind.

Along with today’s witnesses and those who have signed up to speak during our public comment period at the end of the hearing, we encourage all of you who have joined us today in person or via national webcast to let us know your thoughts and concerns regarding No Child Left Behind.  We have set up our website to allow individual members of the public to submit written comments on the law and its implementation directly to the Commission.  We want to know what you think and urge you to take advantage of this opportunity.  Again, the address for communicating with the Commission is www.nclbcommission.org. 

I would now like to introduce my colleague, Governor Roy Barnes to make some opening remarks…

