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Good morning, my name is Tommy Thompson and I am very pleased to join my friend and co-chair Roy Barnes as well as our distinguished fellow Commissioners for our final public hearing prior to issuing recommendations early next year.  Both Governor Barnes and I are very much looking forward to today’s testimony and learning more about how we can improve NCLB.  

I want to thank Walter Isaacson for being here and for his remarks.  We appreciate all of his work in establishing and supporting the work of the Commission.  

I also want to thank our funders, whose support made it possible for us to undertake this important task:  the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Ewing Marion Kaufman Foundation, the Joyce Foundation, the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation, the Carnegie Corporation of New York, and the Spencer Foundation.  These Foundations have enabled us to conduct an open, bipartisan and independent process for gathering important input, information and data about how NCLB is impacting our schools.
In the same bi-partisan spirit that brought forth the passage of No Child Left Behind, the objective of this Commission is to conduct an independent analysis of what is working well and what needs to be improved to make the law more effective in closing the achievement gap.  We have also sought to look beyond the present direction of NCLB to ensure this law is addressing the barriers to success in our education system.  
The Commission’s work will culminate in a report that will be released to the public, with recommendations to Congress and the Administration.  We will build on the significant progress that has taken place as a result of NCLB by recommending ways for making the law even more effective in supporting the work of teachers, principals, school leaders and other education providers.  
NCLB has dramatically changed the national conversation about education by bringing a stronger focus on accountability for results and a commitment to assuring that all children – regardless of race, economic status or where they live – achieve at a high level.  The law has provided a context for looking beyond how our own children are performing in our own schools.  We are now much more aware and informed about the quality of education being provided to students across the country.  As we all know, our success in improving the quality of education for all students in this country will be critical to assuring that the United States remains the leader in the global economy.  American children must have the opportunity to succeed and compete effectively with their peers around the world.
The Commission has learned a great deal from our public hearings conducted across the country, our round table discussions hosted here in Washington, as well from the thousands of comments and formal submissions received through our website.  Today, we look forward to hearing from a very distinguished group of leaders on how this landmark legislation can be made even more effective in improving achievement for all students and closing the achievement gap.  Our witnesses today include the deputy Secretary of Education who will speak on behalf of the Administration as well as leaders of important national organizations that represent constituencies and ideas that will be critical to improving the quality of education for all students in this country.
Along with today’s witnesses and those who have signed up to speak during our public comment period at the end of the hearing, we encourage all of you who have joined us today in person or via national webcast to let us know your thoughts and concerns regarding No Child Left Behind.  We have set up our website to allow individual members of the public to submit written comments on the law and its implementation directly to the Commission.  We want to know what you think and urge you to take advantage of this opportunity.  The address for communicating with the Commission is www.nclbcommission.org. 

I would now like to introduce my colleague, Governor Roy Barnes to make his opening remarks…

PAGE  
1

