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Note to Editors: Global Leaders will be available for interviews or appearances upon request. Please contact 

csirica@burnesscommunications.com to arrange an interview or request the press release. Follow the Council 

activity and updates on Twitter at @GLCRHresolve; and join the conversation using #whywecare. For a list of all 16 
Global Leaders, please visit globalleaderscouncil.org. All press materials and event information can be found at 
http://sn.im/whywecare.    

 

 
The Honorable Mary Robinson is the first female President of Ireland (1990-1997) and former United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights (1997-2002). She has spent most of her life as a human 
rights advocate. Born in 1994 in Ballina, County Mayo, Ireland, she was educated at the University of 
Dublin (Trinity College), King’s Inns Dublin and Harvard Law School. As an academic, she has always 
sought to use law as an instrument for social change, arguing landmark cases before the European Court 
of Human Rights as well as in the Irish courts and the European Court in Luxembourg. The recipient of 
numerous honors and awards throughout the world, including the Presidential Medal of Freedom from 
President Obama, Mary Robinson is a member of the Elders, former Chair of the Council of Women 
World Leaders and a member of the Club of Madrid. She is Chair of the GAVI Alliance Board and 
President of the International Commission of Jurists. She serves on several boards including the Global 
Compact, and the Mo Ibrahim Foundation, and is a member of the Royal Irish Academy and the 
American Philosophical Society. Now based in New York, Mary Robinson is currently the President of 
Realizing Rights: The Ethical Globalization Initiative.  
 
The Honorable Joyce Banda has been Vice President of Malawi since May 2009. She is Malawi's first 

female vice president. Previously, she was a member of parliament for the Zomba-Malosa constituency 
and was Minister of Gender, Child Welfare and Community Services. She was appointed Malawi’s 
Minister of Foreign Affairs by President Binguwa Mutharika in 2006.  At age 25, Joyce Banda and her 
three children lived with her abusive husband. Living in Nairobi, Kenya, in 1975, a growing women's 
movement sparked Banda's rebellious spirit. She took her children and walked out, then started a 
garment manufacturing business. Her success and a supportive partnership with her current husband 
moved her to help other women achieve financial independence and break the cycles of abuse and 
poverty. She went on to create the National Association of Business Women in Malawi, now a network of 
30,000 women, each dedicated to their own and one another's prosperity. In 1997, using prize money 
from the Africa Award for Leadership for the Sustainable End of Hunger, which she jointly won with 
former President Chissano of Mozambique, she founded the Joyce Banda Foundation to provide 
educational opportunities and improve social welfare of young girls.  She also founded the Young Women 
Leaders Network and the Hunger Project in Malawi. 
 
Vice Admiral Regina M. Benjamin, MD, MBA, is the 18

th
 Surgeon General of the United States Public 

Health Service. As America’s Doctor, she provides the public with the best scientific information available 
on how to improve their health and the health of the nation. Dr. Benjamin also oversees the operational 
command of 6,500 uniformed health officers who serve in locations around the world to promote and 
protect the health of the American People.  Dr. Benjamin is Founder and Former CEO of the Bayou La 
Batre Rural Health Clinic in Alabama, former Associate Dean for Rural Health at the University of South 
Alabama College of Medicine in Mobile and Past Chair of the Federation of State Medical Boards of the 
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United States.  In 1995, she was the first physician under age 40 and the first African-American woman to 
be elected to the American Medical Association Board of Trustees. She served as President of the 
American Medical Association Education and Research Foundation and Chair of the AMA Council on 
Ethical and Judicial Affairs (CEJA). In 2002, she became President of the Medical Association State of 
Alabama, making her the first African-American female president of a State Medical Society in the United 
States.  Dr. Benjamin has a BS in chemistry from Xavier University, New Orleans, an MD from the 
University of Alabama at Birmingham and an MBA from Tulane University. She attended Morehouse 
School of Medicine and completed her family medicine residency in Macon, Ga.  Dr. Benjamin holds 11 
honorary degrees.   
 
The Honorable Gro Harlem Brundtland is a Norwegian politician, diplomat, and physician, and an 

international leader in sustainable development and public health. Born in Oslo, she was educated as a 
medical doctor at the University of Oslo in 1963, and received a Master of Public Health at Harvard 
University in 1965. From 1966 to 1969, she worked as a physician at the Directorate of Health 
(Helsedirektoratet), and from 1969, she worked as a doctor in Oslo's public school health service. She 
was Norwegian Minister for Environmental Affairs from 1974 to 1979, and became Norway's first — and 
to date only — female Prime Minister. She served as Prime Minister from February to October in 1981. 
Brundtland became Norwegian Prime Minister for two subsequent terms from 9 May 1986 until 25 
October 1996. Her cabinet was internationally renowned for its large percentage of female ministers. In 
1983, Brundtland was invited to establish and chair the World Commission on Environment and 
Development (WCED), widely referred to as the Brundtland Commission.  Brundtland was elected 
Director-General of the World Health Organization in May 1998. In May 2007, the UN Secretary-General 
Ban Ki-moon named Brundtland and two others to serve as UN Special Envoys for Climate Change.  
 
The Right Honorable Helen Clark*, a New Zealand politician and administrator, is the head of the 
United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the third-highest UN position. Clark was the 37th 
Prime Minister of New Zealand for three consecutive terms from 1999 to 2008 and led the Labour Party 
from 1993 until it lost the 2008 general election. Before resigning from Parliament in April 2009, Clark was 
Labour's foreign affairs spokeswoman and MP for the Mount Albert electorate which she had held since 
1981. Clark majored in politics and graduated with an MA (Honours) from University of Auckland in 1974. 
She lectured in political studies at Auckland on and off until her election to Parliament in 1981. In 1987, 
Clark became a cabinet minister in the Fourth Labour Government, first as Minister of Housing and as 
Minister of Conservation, then as Minister of Health and later as Deputy Prime Minister.  Helen Clark 
became the Administrator of the United Nations Development Programme on 17 April 2009, and is the 
first woman to lead the organization.  
*Helen Clark is unable to attend the event, but will be in New York City during this time.  

 
Ambassador Jan Kenneth Eliasson is a Swedish diplomat and expert in foreign affairs who has served 
at some of the highest levels within the United Nations.  He was commissioned as a reserve naval officer 
following military training at the Swedish Naval Academy. He earned a master's degree in economics 
from the School of Business, Economics and Law at the University of Gothenburg.  Eliasson started his 
diplomatic career in 1965 when he was employed at the Swedish Ministry for Foreign Affairs. He served 
as Diplomatic Advisor to the Swedish Prime Minister Olof Palme, and later as Director General for 
Political Affairs in the Ministry for Foreign Affairs. Eliasson was part of the UN mission mediating the Iran–
Iraq War. From 1988 to 1992, he served as Sweden's Permanent Representative to the UN in New York.  
In 1991, Eliasson was chairman of the UN General Assembly's working group on emergency relief and 
also Vice President of the UN Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC). In 1992, he was appointed as 
the first UN Under-Secretary-General for Humanitarian Affairs. He served as Swedish State Secretary for 
Foreign Affairs and as Sweden's Ambassador to the United States (2000-2005). In June 2005, he was 
unanimously elected President of the United Nations General Assembly.  In December 2006, former UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan appointed Eliasson as a Special Envoy to Darfur, Sudan. He left this 
mission in June 2008.  
 
The Honorable Tarja Halonen is the 11th and current President of Finland. The first female to hold the 
office, Halonen had previously been a member of the parliament since 1979. In addition to her political 
career, she had a long and extensive career in trade unions and different non-governmental 
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organizations.  Halonen is a graduate of the University of Helsinki, where she studied law from 1963 to 
1968. She was active in student politics and served as the Social Affairs Secretary and Organization 
Secretary of the National Union of Students from 1969 to 1970. In 1971, she joined the Social Democratic 
Party and worked as a lawyer in the Central Organization of Finnish Trade Unions until she was elected 
to parliament in 1979. Halonen served in the parliament of Finland for six terms, from 1979 to 2000, 
representing the constituency of Helsinki. She also had a long career in the city council of Helsinki, 
serving there from 1977 to 1996.  
 
The Honorable Maria Otero oversees and coordinates U.S. foreign relations on a variety of global 
issues, including democracy, human rights and labor; environment, oceans, health and science; 
population, refugees and migration; and monitoring and combating trafficking in persons. She also serves 
as the Special Coordinator for Tibetan issues. Ms. Otero was formerly President and CEO of ACCION 
International and the Economist for Latin America for the Women in Development office of USAID. She 
also served for five years at the Centre for Development and Population Activities (CEDPA). In 2006, Ms. 
Otero was appointed to the UN Advisors Group on Inclusive Financial Sectors. She sits on the board of 
the U.S. Institute of Peace, and is a member of the Council on Foreign Relations. She has chaired the 
board of the Bread of the World and served on the boards of the Calvert Foundation, Public Welfare 
Foundation, the Inter-American Foundation and BRAC Holding of Bangladesh. Ms. Otero is currently the 
highest ranking Hispanic official at the State Department, and its first Latina Under Secretary in its history.  
 
The Honorable Joy Phumaphi is a Botswana national who began public service in Botswana as a local 
government auditor. From 1994 to 2003, she served in Parliament and as Minister for Health, where she 
restructured the ministry, oversaw revision of the Public Health Act, and put into action a multi-sectoral 
plan to combat HIV/AIDS.  In 2003, Joy Phumaphi resigned from Parliament to join the World Health 
Organization as the Assistant Director General for the Family and Community Health Department, 
managing a staff of over 1100 globally. From 2007 to 2010, she served as Vice President of the Human 
Development Network at the World Bank. Since leaving the World Bank, she has served as Interim 
Executive Secretary of the African Leaders Malaria Alliance (ALMA), chaired by Tanzanian president, 
Jakaya Kikwete. The Alliance includes 26 heads of state from African countries who have joined together 
to ―work through challenges and highlight progress to date in the effort to meet the United Nations goal of 
ending malaria deaths by 2015 by first ensuring universal access to malaria control interventions by 31 
December 2010.‖ 
 
Dr. Fred Sai is a Ghanaian family health physician. Trained in the Universities of London, Edinburgh and 
Harvard, he is an internationally recognized gender and reproductive health advocate. He has held 
important positions both in Ghana and internationally, including as Director of Medical Services and 
Professor of Community Health in Ghana; as nutrition adviser to the FAO, Africa Region; as Coordinator 
for the World Hunger Programme of the UN University; and as Senior Population Advisor to the Word 
Bank. In the last position he was instrumental in getting the Bank to increase its commitment to 
population and family planning activities and to work more closely with non-governmental organizations. 
Sai was President of the International Planned Parenthood Federation (IPPF) from 1989 to 1995. He was 
the recipient of the UN Population Award in 1993, and has received many other awards and honors for 
his work in population, reproductive health and nutrition. Sai is world-renowned for his chairing of various 
international conferences including the WHO/UNICEF Infant and Young Child Feeding Conference in 
1979, which led to the development of the International Code on Marketing of Breast Milk Substitutes; his 
moderating for the 1987 Safe Motherhood Conference which launched the Safe Motherhood Initiative; 
and his co-hosting of the 2010 Women Deliver Conference.  
 


