
The Resolve Award
The Problem
The need for universal access to reproductive health is urgent. Every year more than half a  
million women die during childbirth or from pregnancy related complications. Saving these  
lives requires access to comprehensive reproductive health care services, enabling women  
to go safely through pregnancy and childbirth with the best chance of having a healthy infant.  
Comprehensive care includes access to family planning, to fulfill parents’ basic human right to 
determine freely and responsibly the number and spacing of their children. Currently 215 million 
women worldwide want to delay or avoid their next pregnancy but are not using modern family 
planning methods.  In addition to being the right thing to do, investing in women and families is 
the smart thing to do, spurring a range of development benefits across the national economy 
and security, distribution of natural resources, and the environment. 

In 2010, sixteen world leaders came together to form The Global Leaders Council for  
Reproductive Health. Chaired by former President of Ireland Mary Robinson, this group is 
committed to advancing reproductive health for lasting development and prosperity by working 
to mobilize the political will and financial resources necessary to achieve universal access to 
reproductive health. In 2011, they launched The Resolve Award.

The Resolve Award
The Resolve Award celebrates progress made by governments working toward universal  
access to reproductive health. This highly competitive, non-monetary award honors  
innovative and scalable approaches in accelerating progress toward universal access to  
reproductive health in the following categories:

•  Financing: Countries will be recognized for identifying or developing new ways to fund  
reproductive health services. Examples could include: resource pooling; voucher systems; 
collective health insurance; leveraging the private sector; or allocating a percentage of the 
national health budget to reproductive health.

•  Policy development: Countries will be recognized for adapting, developing or improving  
the design and implementation of policies that remove barriers or facilitate progress toward 
universal access. Examples could include: adapting or developing a national reproductive 
health and/or adolescent reproductive health plan; public policy influencing private sector 
involvement; policies focused on reaching marginalized and/or vulnerable groups. 

•  Expansion of service delivery:  Countries will be recognized for expanding access  
to reproductive health services and information. Examples could include: workforce  
expansion; integrated services; community-based distribution of contraceptives; task  
shifting; youth-friendly pharmacies and services; introducing new service delivery protocols,  
training curricula, and educational approaches.
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What We’re Looking For
•  Innovative action, or breakthrough approaches that unleash or advance entire fields  

or systems 

•  Scalable solutions, or solutions with the potential to effect large-scale change in-country

•  Solutions that are broad and equitable 

How the Resolve Award Works
Applications will be selected by the Global Leaders Council members and secretariat,  
in partnership with experts in the reproductive health field. Up to three awards annually will  
be made in any combination of the three categories. Representatives from the winning  
countries will be invited to speak on their country’s innovation at the annual Geneva Policy  
Dialogue Series for Reproductive Health event held at the time of the World Health Assembly. 
The award will be presented by members of the Global Leaders Council.

Who Can Apply?
The Resolve Award honors country-level activity and the development or adoption of best  
practices from other countries.
•  Any individual or organization working at the country level may submit an application  

describing an innovation in that country for the award.

•  The application may be completed and submitted by a government representative, health 
practitioner, civil society representative, NGO, etc.

•  Nominators may submit more than one application, and countries may be nominated more 
than one time by different nominators and/or for innovations in each of the three categories: 
financing, policy development, and expansion of delivery.

Timeline

How to Apply
Nomination forms and instructions are available at www.resolveaward.org.  
For more information, please contact GHD.info@aspeninst.org.
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