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JUNE
Saturday, June 6 – Friday, June 12 
The Aspen Seminar: Leadership, Values, and the Good Society 
Moderated by Paul Gaffney and Carol Gluck. 

Thursday, June 18
Tour of Herbert Bayer Art at the Aspen Institute
Join Art Registrar and Curator Lissa Ballinger for a tour of the exhibit “The 
Legacy of Herbert Bayer: Recent Gifts and Loans to the Aspen Institute” in 
the Resnick Gallery, Doerr-Hosier Center. 
Doerr-Hosier Center lobby, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Free and open to the public. No tickets or RSVP necessary.

Sunday, June 21 – Friday, June 26 
Aspen Summer Words 
This six-day celebration of words, stories, and ideas consists of morning writing 
workshops, publishing industry panels, author readings, and discussions on 
craft. Events will feature renowned authors, including Richard Russo, Ann 
Hood, Dani Shapiro, and Andre Dubus III, among others. 
Paepcke Auditorium and The Gant.
Tickets and passes on sale May 1 at www.aspenshowtix.com. 
Information: www.aspenwords.org or (970) 925-3122.

Tuesday, June 23
McCloskey Speaker Series
A Conversation with Jimmy Carter, 39th President of the United States 
and Former First Lady Rosalynn Carter
In conversation with Aspen Institute President and CEO Walter Isaacson. 
Greenwald Pavilion, 3:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Fee: $20. Tickets on sale June 9 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Tuesday, June 23
Society of Fellows Opening Reception 
Please join us following the McCloskey lecture featuring former President 
Jimmy Carter and former First Lady Rosalynn Carter to celebrate the be-
ginning of summer for the Society of Fellows; featuring remarks by Aspen 
Institute President and CEO Walter Isaacson.
Doerr-Hosier Center, 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. 

Wednesday, June 24
Aspen Words Annual Benefit
Garrison Keillor, author, storyteller, humorist, and host of the longstanding 
public radio program “A Prairie Home Companion” is this year’s featured 
speaker. Keillor’s career exemplifies Aspen Words’ commitment to connect 
people through the power of stories. Other special guests will include Aspen 
Summer Words faculty, literary agents, and editors. 
Doerr-Hosier Center, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Information: www.aspenwords.org or (970) 925-3122, ext. 2#.

Thursday, June 25 – Saturday, July 4
Aspen Ideas Festival
Presented by the Aspen Institute and The Atlantic magazine, the Aspen Ideas 
Festival celebrates its eleventh year of dialogue with leading thinkers from 
around the globe. Spotlight Health will once again kick off the festival with a 
three-day focus on innovations and advancements in health.
Public tickets on sale June 19, 9:00 a.m. at www.aspenshowtix.com. 
Information: www.aspenideas.org. 

JULY
Monday, July 6 – Sunday, July 12 
Justice & Society Seminar
For four decades, the Justice & Society Seminar has brought together 
individuals from diverse backgrounds to discuss how a just society ought to 
structure its legal, social, and political institutions. Moderated by Dr. Sanford 
Levinson, professor of law and government at the University of Texas and 
visiting professor of law at Harvard Law School, and the Hon. Deanell Reece 
Tacha, dean and professor at Pepperdine University School of Law and 
former chief judge of the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit.
Information: www.aspeninstitute.org/jss. 

Over the past decade the Aspen Institute has expanded its 
reach, energized its programs, and deepened its impact. Yet 
the growing complexity and scale of global challenges requires 
us to do more—to engage more people, more deeply. We have 
launched Scholars and Scholarships, the most far-reaching 
campaign in our history, to foster the next generation of 
diverse and promising leaders who are working to secure our 
society’s future. By supporting this initiative and enabling these 
innovators to experience the Institute’s programs, seminars, 
and networks, you will have a direct impact on their ability to 
drive positive change across the globe.

Learn more at: www.aspeninstitute.org/campaign

Campaign to Secure our Future

S C H O L A R S  &  S C H O L A R S H I P S

Aspen in the summer is sublime. And we at the 

Institute strive to gather many of the world’s most 

thoughtful, creative, and inspiring leaders for 

dynamic public programs, special events, and policy 

dialogues. And you’re invited to join us.

When the Institute founders launched this ambitious 

venture more than 65 years ago, they dreamed of 

establishing an oasis for open-minded exchange in 

an increasingly complex world. I think they would 

be proud to see how far their vision has come: 

on any given day at the Institute, you might hear 

a discussion on cutting-edge technology, critical 

21st-century policy challenges, or the fundamental 

values that bind our society together. You might 

choose to join a seminar, attend a lecture, or be part 

of a multi-day festival; or, view our programming on 

our website. Whatever the format, whatever the topic 

— and whether this is your first Institute summer 

or your 65th — we are sure you will leave us feeling 

informed and stimulated. 

We look forward to seeing you this summer 

and beyond.

All best,

Walter Isaacson

President and CEO

The Aspen Institute



Tuesday, July 7
McCloskey Speaker Series
New Theories on the Origin of Life
Featuring Dr. Eric Smith, professor at the Earth-Life Science Institute in 
Tokyo and the Santa Fe Institute.  For most of the 20th century, complex 
biological views of evolution have been central to the way scientists think 
about the origin of life. But progress over the past 40 years in such fields 
as ocean exploration, microbiology, and planetary science has come 
together to suggest that life’s origin may have been built on a core chem-
ical blueprint. Dr. Smith argues that we need a new understanding of the 
nature of life, in which the dominant, Darwinian view of a “struggle for 
existence” comes second, and life at its core came about as a necessary 
layer of our maturing planet. 
Paepcke Auditorium, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Fee: $20. Tickets on sale June 23 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Tuesday, July 7 – Thursday, July 9
Society of Fellows Two-Day Symposium 
The Great Cases, Controversies, Trends, & Personalities at the US 
Supreme Court 
Jeffrey Rosen, president and CEO of the National Constitution Center, 
and professor, George Washington University Law School; and Tom 
Goldstein, founder and publisher of SCOTUSblog and partner, Goldstein 
& Russell, P.C.; examine recent decisions and current cases before the 
Court.
Koch Building, evening opening reception followed 
by afternoon and morning sessions.

Thursday, July 9
Tour of Herbert Bayer Art at the Aspen Institute
Doerr-Hosier Center lobby, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Free and open to the public. No tickets or RSVP 
necessary.

Thursday, July 9
The Susman Conversation on the Constitution 
and the Courts
Truth-Finding and Victim Compensation
Underwritten by Ellen Susman in honor of her 
husband Steve 
“Trial by jury,” wrote Alexis de Tocqueville, “spreads 
to all classes respect for the thing judged and the 
idea of right.” Yet the past quarter century has 
witnessed a remarkable decline in the frequency of public civil jury trials, 
in favor of alternative methods for settling disputes and compensating 
victims. Featuring plaintiff’s attorney Steve Susman, alternative dispute 
resolution expert Kenneth Feinberg, and antitrust and commercial liti-
gator Bert Rein. Moderated by Jeffrey Rosen, president and CEO of the 
National Constitution Center. 
Greenwald Pavilion, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Fee: $20. Tickets on sale June 25 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Friday, July 10 – Monday, July 13
Socrates Summer Seminars
The Socrates Summer Seminars will feature a selection of five ex-
pert-moderated seminars for emerging leaders. Moderators include Lani 
Guinier of Harvard Law School, John Irons of the Rockefeller Foun-
dation, Jeffrey Rosen of the National Constitution Center, Sonal Shah 
of the Beeck Center for Social Impact and Innovation at Georgetown 
University, Susan P. Sturm of Columbia Law School, and James Traub of 
foreignpolicy.com and formerly with The New Yorker and The New York 
Times Magazine. 
Information: www.aspeninstitute.org/socrates.

Friday, July 10
Society of Fellows Luncheon
Is There an End to Trafficking? Lessons from the Domestic and 
Cross-Border Traffic of Humans
In collaboration with the Justice and Society Program
Featuring Dr. John Martin, director of the Immigration and the State Court 
Initiative. An examination of how the courts, law enforcement, and social 
service agencies are managing the influx of trafficked US laborers and 
child victims over the southern US border.
Doerr-Hosier Center, 12:30 – 2:00 p.m.

Saturday, July 11
Socrates Program Dinner
This dinner, co-chaired by Laura and Gary Lauder and Mona Williams 
and Scott Sillers, benefits the Socrates Program for Emerging Leaders. 
The evening will feature honoree Jeffrey Rosen, president and CEO of 
the National Constitution Center, and speaker Reid Hoffman, co-founder 
and executive chairman of LinkedIn.
Doerr-Hosier Center, 6:00 – 9:00 p.m. Information: melanie.levine@
aspeninstitute.org or www.aspeninstitute.org/socratesdinner. 

Tuesday, July 14
Society of Fellows Discussion Reception 
Featuring Steven Johnson, best-selling author of How We Got to Now: 
Six Innovations That Made the Modern World.  
Private home, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m.

Tuesday, July 14
McCloskey Speaker Series
A Conversation with Evan Williams
Evan Williams, CEO of Medium.com and co-founder and former chairman 
and CEO of Twitter, will be featured in conversation with Aspen Institute 
President and CEO Walter Isaacson. 
Doerr-Hosier Center, 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. Fee $20.  
Tickets on sale June 30 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

    Wednesday, July 15
  Society of Fellows Vanguard Chapter  
Summer Reception
Featuring Adam Grant, author of bestseller, Give 
and Take, who will shatter assumptions about what 
it takes to arrive at the top in the business world and 
will discuss the notion that achieving success is be-
coming increasingly dependent on how we interact 
with others. Private home, 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.

    Friday, July 17
  Society of Fellows Forum
Cultural Diplomacy: Why Art Matters
Led by Ellen Susman, director of Art in Embassies. 
This half-day program will explore how visual arts 
can help to communicate a nation’s values and 
create dialogue to better facilitate cultural diploma-
cy. Featuring three panels with artists and ambassa-

dors, including Patrick Gaspard, US Ambassador to South Africa. Hines 
Room, 9:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m., lunch included.

Monday, July 20
Society of Fellows Discussion Reception 
Featuring Kimberly Dozier, counterterrorism expert and contributor to 
The Daily Beast and CNN. Dozier worked previously as an intelligence 
writer for the Associated Press and as an award-winning CBS News 
foreign and national security correspondent.  
Private home, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, July 20
NEW VIEWS Documentaries & Dialogue
Paepcke Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
Fee: $20. Tickets on sale June 15 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Tuesday, July 21
McCloskey Speaker Series
A Conversation with Republican Governors: What the Future Holds
Republican governors gather to discuss their forward-looking solutions 
to the issues of health care, the economy, immigration and other areas 
that are pressing in their states.
Greenwald Pavilion, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Fee: $20. Tickets on sale July 7 at www.aspenshowtix.com. 

Wednesday, July 22 
Hurst Lecture Series 
Homegrown: The FBI’s Role in Securing the Homeland  
in the Age of ISIS
In collaboration with the Aspen Security Forum
Featuring James Comey, director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 
As ISIS’ ranks continue to swell with Western recruits, the FBI must re-



main focused on the challenge of securing the homeland from terrorists 
on our own soil and abroad.
Greenwald Pavilion, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Fee $20. Tickets on sale July 2 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Thursday, July 23 
Aspen Security Forum
Projecting US Power in an Age of Complexity
Featuring Joseph Dunford, commandant of the Marine Corps. Dunford 
gives us his take on how the nation’s rapid-response force can stay 
ahead of the evolving global threat picture.
Greenwald Pavilion, 5:30 – 6:30 p.m.
Fee $20. Tickets on sale July 2 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Friday, July 24
Aspen Security Forum
DNI at Age 10: Are We Successfully Connecting All the ‘Dots’?
Featuring James Clapper, director of National Intelligence. Clapper will 
examine the successes and remaining challenges faced by the DNI a 
decade after its creation.
Greenwald Pavilion, 5:15 – 6:15 p.m.
Fee $20. Tickets on sale July 2 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Saturday, July 25
Aspen Security Forum Closing Session
For its concluding session, Aspen Security Forum will feature a con-
versation between a premier speaker and moderator, who will be 
announced in the weeks leading up to the Forum.
Updates: www.aspensecurityforum.org.

Monday, July 27 – Saturday, August 1
Aspen Words
Teen Graphic Novel Workshop
If you are a young writer or visual artist, don’t miss 
this unique workshop, taught by Brooklyn-based 
artist Tim Fielder. Ages 14 – 18, all levels welcome.  
Colorado Mountain College (Aspen Campus), 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Fee: $450. Scholarships available for residents.  
Register at www.aspenwords.org.

Monday, July 27
Aspen Action Forum
Public Reception for Art Exhibition “Guns in the Hands of 
Artists”
Artist Jonathan Ferrara’s special exhibition, “Guns in the Hands of 
Artists” features work from over 30 artists who were inspired to use 
decommissioned handguns and rifles taken from the streets via the 
New Orleans Police Department’s gun buyback program. The reception 
includes a keynote featuring Jonathan Ferrara.
Paepcke Building, 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
Tickets on sale June 1 at www.aspenshowtix.com. 
Information: www.aspenactionforum.org.

Monday, July 27
Aspen Action Forum 
Featured Film: “An American Ascent”
In collaboration with NEW VIEWS Documentaries and Dialogue
Henry Crown Fellow Stephen DeBerry will share his award-winning film 
“An American Ascent,” a feature documentary about the first African 
American expedition to tackle North America’s highest peak, Denali. Join 
Stephen DeBerry for a discussion after the film.
Paepcke Auditorium, 7:00 p.m. 
Fee: $20. Tickets on sale June 1 at www.aspenshowtix.com. 
Information: www.aspenactionforum.org.

Tuesday, July 28 – Thursday, July 30
Society of Fellows Two-Day Symposium
The Classical Style: Haydn, Mozart, & Beethoven Explore the Role 
of Classical Music in the Modern Age.
In collaboration with the Aspen Music Festival and School
Moderated by Alan Fletcher, AMFS president and CEO, with 
Steven Stucky, composer, and Jeremy Denk, librettist, discussing their 
opera: “The Classical Style: An Opera (of Sorts),” based on the widely 
acclaimed work by the late Charles Rosen. Joined by Ed Berkeley, direc-

tor of the Aspen Opera Theater Center, and Robert Spano, AMFS music 
director, the conversation will explore the achievement of the classical 
composers and the future of opera. 
AMFS Campus, evening opening reception followed by afternoon  
and morning sessions.

Wednesday, July 29
Aspen Action Forum 
Leadership Debates
This session offers public debates on a variety of current topics high-
lighting the different perspective of leaders attending the Aspen Action 
Forum. Throughout the debates, the audience will engage in real-time 
polling to weigh in on the topic. 
Paepcke Auditorium, 4:30 – 6:00 p.m.
Tickets on sale July 2 at www.aspenshowtix.com. 
Information: www.aspenactionforum.org.

AUGUST
Saturday, August 1 
McCloskey Speaker Series
A Conversation with Democratic Governors: Leading from the State 
Level 
Democratic governors will discuss how to lead a nation by facing the 
challenges of energy, education, and citizens’ rights, among other priori-

ties at the state level.
Greenwald Pavilion, 2:00 – 3:00 p.m. Fee $20. Tickets on 

sale July 17 at www.aspenshowtix.com.  

Saturday, August 1
Aspen Words 
Farm-to-Table Dinner
In partnership with Four Foxes Farm
In support of the Stewart Oksenhorn Scholarship for 
Aspen Words’ education programs, Aspen Words 
hosts this unique and delicious evening of good 

food and good conversation. Dinner will be prepared 
by Chef Joe Stempinski and sourced from Four Foxes 

Farm in Woody Creek.  
Woody Creek, CO. Time TBD. Fee: $300. Limited to 40 

people. Information: renee.prince@aspeninstitute.org or 
(970) 925-3122, ext. 5#.

Monday, August 3
Society of Fellows Discussion Reception 
Speaker(s) TBA
Private home, 5:30 – 7:00 p.m. 

Monday, August 3
NEW VIEWS Documentaries & Dialogue
Paepcke Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
Fee: $20. Tickets on sale June 15 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Wednesday, August 5
Murdock Mind, Body, Spirit Series
Foods for Protecting the Body and Mind
Featuring clinical researcher, author, and health advocate Dr. Neal 
Barnard, M.D. Dr. Barnard is the founding president of the Physicians 
Committee for Responsible Medicine (PCRM) and an adjunct associate 
professor at the George Washington University School of Medicine and 
Health Sciences. He is the author of fifteen books, including best-selling 
titles Power Foods for the Brain and Dr. Barnard’s Program for Revers-
ing Diabetes.
Paepcke Auditorium, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.
Fee: $20. Tickets on sale July 22 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Friday, August 7 
Hurst Lecture Series 
In collaboration with the Aspen Strategy Group 
The Aspen Strategy Group provides a bipartisan forum to explore 
the preeminent foreign policy challenges the United States faces. Its 
cross-disciplinary and high-level examination of policy strategies for ad-
dressing preeminent and emerging topics makes it crucially relevant to 

– CANCELED



the American and global policy communities. The program for this event 
will be announced in early summer.  
Greenwald Pavilion, 4:00 - 5:00 p.m.
Fee: $20. Tickets on sale July 24 at www.aspenshowtix.com.  

Saturday, August 8
22nd Annual Summer Celebration Gala
This annual benefit, chaired by Jessica and John Fullerton, with honorary 
co-chairs Carol and Ken Adelman, will honor award-winning filmmaker 
Ken Burns with the Public Service Award. The evening will begin with a 
conversation between Walter Isaacson and Ken Burns, followed by a 
reception and dinner. 
Conversation: Greenwald Pavilion, 5:00 – 6:15 p.m. 
Fee: $25. Tickets on sale June 20 at www.aspenshowtix.com.
Reception and Dinner: Doerr-Hosier Center, 6:30 – 9:30 p.m. 
Information: melanie.levine@aspeninstitute.org or  
www.aspeninstitute.org/summercelebration. 

Sunday, August 9
Intelligence Squared U.S. Debate: Containment is Not 
Enough, ISIS Must Be Defeated
In collaboration with the Aspen Strategy Group
Debating this issue will be high level authorities taking 
part in the Aspen Institute’s Aspen Strategy Group, 
with ABC News’, John Donvan moderating. The live 
audience will weigh in with interactive voting and 
deliver the verdict at the end of the debate.
Paepcke Auditorium, 4:00 – 5:30 p.m.
Fee $20. Tickets on sale July 27 at  
www.aspenshowtix.com.  

Sunday, August 9 – Wednesday, August 12
Society of Fellows Three-Day Symposium
Understanding the Islamic State (ISIS) and its Threat to 
Global Security
Moderated by Bernard Haykel, professor of Near Eastern Studies, Prince-
ton University, and Jessica Stern, lecturer at Harvard University, terrorism 
expert, and co-author of ISIS: The State of Terror. 
Koch Building, evening opening reception followed by three half day 
sessions.

Monday, August 10
NEW VIEWS Documentaries & Dialogue
Paepcke Auditorium, 7:00 p.m.
Fee: $20. Tickets on sale June 15 at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Wednesday, August 12
Art Show Opening
Herbert Bayer: Tapestries 
Join us for the opening of our tapestry exhibit designed by Herbert Bayer. 
Curated by Lissa Ballinger, art registrar.  
Paepcke Gallery, Walter Paepcke Memorial Building, 4:00 – 5:00 p.m.
Free and open to the public. No tickets or RSVP necessary.

Thursday, August 13
Tour of Herbert Bayer Art at the Aspen Institute
Doerr-Hosier Center lobby, 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. 
Free and open to the public. No tickets or RSVP necessary.

Thursday, August 13
McCloskey Speaker Series
A Conversation with Secretary Hank Paulson
Featuring Hank Paulson, former US Secretary of the Treasury, in  
conversation with Walter Isaacson, Institute president and CEO, about 
Paulson’s new book, Dealing with China: An Insider Unmasks the New 
Economic Superpower.
Doerr-Hosier Center, 5:00 – 6:00 p.m. Fee: $20. Tickets on sale July 30  
at www.aspenshowtix.com.

Thursday, August 13
Society of Fellows Closing Reception
Directly following the McCloskey lecture with Hank Paulson, celebrate 
another terrific summer of thought-provoking conversation with the  
Society of Fellows. 
Bass Terrace - Doerr-Hosier Center, 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

Friday, August 14
Society of Fellows Forum 
Featuring American Enterprise Institute scholars working in the policy ar-
eas of education, poverty, taxes, and foreign relations. The lunch session 
will include Peter Wallison, on his book, Hidden in Plain Sight, a look into 
the 2008 financial crisis and why it may happen again.
Doerr-Hosier Center, 9:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., lunch included.

Saturday, August 15 – Friday, August 21
The Aspen Seminar: Leadership, Values, and the Good Society 

Moderated by Keith Berwick and Ayanna Thompson.

Wednesday, August 19 - Sunday August 23
Nature, Society, and Sustainability Seminar

This seminar probes issues of sustainability, environmental phi-
losophy, and ethics. Includes several days backpacking in the 

Colorado Rockies. 
Information: www.aspeninstitute.org/seminars/nature. 

     Monday, August 31 – Thursday, September 3
 Society of Fellows Symposium

Forever Changing the World: Saint Francis of Assisi 
and Giotto

Featuring experts Dr. William Cook, Ross King, and 
Contessa Simonetta Brandolini d’Adda. This sym-

posium will examine how St. Francis and Giotto 
were paramount to the intellectually significant 
movement, the Renaissance, forever changing 
the landscape of Italy, Europe as a whole, and 

even today’s world. Paintings and architecture of 
great importance will be studied including the Stigmata, the Cross of San 
Damiano, the Dream of the Innocent II, and the upper and lower churches 
in Assisi. Moderated by Ken Adelman. Koch Building, evening opening 
reception followed  
by three half day sessions.

Friday, September 18 – Saturday, September 19
Aspen Words 
Bringing Words Home: Public Reading & Writing Workshop
A public reading with Gary Ferguson, award-winning author of The Carry 
Home, followed by a one-day generative workshop for writers of all levels 
and genres. Ferguson will guide and push participants to move beyond 
the confessional diary, to reach for words, phrases, sentences, and para-
graphs that have the power to connect with and transform others.  
Third Street Center, Carbondale, CO. 
Reading 9/18: 6:30 – 7:30 p.m. Workshop 9/19: 9:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Fee: $150 for the public reading and workshop. $10 for the public reading. 
Information: www.aspenwords.org or (970) 925-3122.

Sunday, October 25 – Wednesday, October 28
Community Great Ideas Seminar
This four-day seminar incorporates discussion and analysis of excerpts 
from the Great Books. Through use of Socratic dialogue and emphasiz-
ing discussion and debate, the course delves into the core of human val-
ues, our culture, the origins of American democracy, and what it means to 
pursue Aristotle’s concept of “the good life.”
Fee: $500, includes all sessions, readings and light refreshments. Schol-
arships available. 
Register by September 15 at www.aspeninstitute.org/aspenevents.

Wednesdays, October 28 – November 18 
Our Society Reimagined: Exploring New Ideas 
Generously underwritten by Jessica and John Fullerton  
After a successful inaugural year, this program will continue as a forum 
for community members to discuss timely domestic issues facing our so-
ciety today, and their researched, viable solutions.  This four-week series 
will convene participants for a robust, in-depth conversation delving into 
four new topics. Koch Building, 7:00 – 9:00 p.m.
Fee: $99, includes all sessions, readings and light refreshments. 
Registration opens September 4 at www.aspeninstitute.org/aspenevents.



Vanguard Chapter for Young Donors

The Vanguard Chapter of the Society of Fellows provides do-
nors under the age of 45 the opportunity to engage in inspiring 
and stimulating conversation with like-minded peers, while be-
ing a part of the larger Society of Fellows program. In addition 
to enjoying Society of Fellows programming, special events are 
offered to bring Vanguard Chapter members together for events 
in Aspen, Washington, DC, New York City, and San Francisco.

Society of Fellows (SOF)         denotes Society of Fellows events

The Society of Fellows is a community of the Institute’s closest friends and supporters. Those who wish to engage deeper in the 
Institute’s work are encouraged to join. Fellows enjoy unparalleled access to Institute programs, most notably donor-exclusive 
discussion receptions, luncheons, and multi-day symposia, all featuring policy and issue experts. They are the first to know of 
offerings, receiving special invitations to and advance notice of programs across the country. SOF donations are tax-deductible 
and support the overall work of the Institute. 
Information: www.aspeninstitute.org/sof or Peter Waanders at (970) 544-7912.

Extraordinary SOF Opportunities

Opportunities Beyond Aspen 

In addition to Aspen offerings in the summer, Fellows 
have access to an array of programs in the following 
regional locations:

Washington, DC

• Society of Fellows Discussion Receptions

• Alma and Joseph Gildenhorn Book Series

• Washington Ideas Forum

• Washington Ideas Roundtable Series

• Aspen Around Town

San Francisco, CA

• Society of Fellows Discussion Receptions
Underwritten by Bonnie and Tom McCloskey and by
Devon and Michael Karpowicz

• Morris Series: Leadership & Innovation
Underwritten by Diane Morris

• Vanity Fair’s New Establishment Summit

New York, NY

• Society of Fellows Discussion Receptions
Underwritten by Ilona Nemeth and Alan Quasha
and by Merilee and Roy Bostock

• Aspen Leadership Series

• Leadership in the Arts

• Arts and Society Series

• Tisch Leadership Series

• New York Ideas

Society of Fellows Discussion Receptions

Informal gatherings in the homes of Fellows, featuring 
prominent experts in various fields, are a long-standing and 
very popular tradition of the Society of Fellows program. 
Discussion receptions are held regularly in Aspen, San 
Francisco, Washington, DC, and New York City.

Society of Fellows Symposia

These seminars, offered throughout the year, provide 
an in-depth exploration of current events and enduring 
issues, from arts and culture to foreign policy. These deep 
dives, moderated by leading experts in the particular field, 
feature a blend of lecture, readings, and discussion and are 
comprised of half-day sessions over a 2-3 day period.

Society of Fellows Forums 

Held throughout the summer in Aspen, these half-day 
programs offer a deep dive into a topic, providing a more 
profound exploration of today’s most pertinent issues.

Society of Fellows Luncheons

Held throughout the summer in Aspen, these luncheons 
feature talks by thought-provoking writers, artists, 
entrepreneurs, and other leaders. Luncheons conclude with 
lively Q&A sessions.

Society of Fellows Special Events

Fellows enjoy special events in their honor throughout the year, 
including a welcome reception in June, a closing reception in 
August, and a holiday reception in December. Additional smaller, 
more intimate dialogues with top policy experts and Institute 
leadership are exclusively offered to Aspen Leaf, President’s, 
Chairman’s, and Gold Leaf Society members.   



Aspen Community Programs
The Aspen Institute hosts dozens of public programs year-round for residents and visitors alike, including the Hurst Student 
Seminars; Great Books; Great Decisions; Our Society Reimagined; Athens to Aspen; Teen Socrates; the McCloskey Speaker 
Series; the Hurst Lecture Series; the Murdock Mind, Body, Spirit Series; and Fireside Chats. These programs offer unique 
and affordable opportunities for a diverse mix of people to find inspiration in a variety of ways. Thanks to the generosity of 
our donors, we are able to offer need-based scholarships to teens and adults to take part in our programs. Information: www.
aspeninstitute.org/community or Cristal Logan at (970) 544-7929.

The Aspen Seminar: Leadership, Values, and the Good Society 
For more than 65 years, this signature seminar (formerly the Executive Seminar) has afforded leaders of all ages and in every 
field a unique opportunity to step away from the demands of everyday life to reflect — through moderated, text-based, Socratic 
dialogue — on what constitutes a good and just society. Information: www.aspeninstitute.org/aspenseminar or Hadley White at 
(970) 544-7937. 

Aspen Words
Aspen Words, the nonprofit literary organization known for decades as the Aspen Writers’ Foundation, was founded in Aspen 
in 1976 as a cutting edge poetry conference and literary magazine. Today Aspen Words is one of the nation’s leading literary 
centers and a stage for the world’s most prominent contemporary writers. AW programs employ literature as a tool for provoking 
thought, broadening perspectives, fostering connections, inspiring creativity, and giving voice. Since joining the Aspen Institute 
in 2009, AW has underscored the highest, humanistic ideals of Institute founder Walter Paepcke: to better understand human 
challenges by cultivating one’s inner life through the exchange of words, stories, and ideas. Information: www.aspenwords.org 
or (970) 925-3122.

Art Gallery Exhibits  
The Aspen Institute has several art exhibits on display this summer, including “The Legacy of Herbert Bayer: Recent Gifts and 
Loans to the Aspen Institute,” a permanent, but constantly evolving, exhibition of the work of Bayer on display year round in the 
Resnick Gallery, Doerr-Hosier Center. Tours are offered on various dates throughout the summer. “Herbert Bayer: Tapestries” 
will be exhibited in the Paepcke Gallery, Walter Paepcke Memorial Building from August 2015 to June 2016. The Aspen Ideas 
Festival and Action Forum are collaborating to exhibit “Guns in the Hands of Artists,” a community-based, social activist, artistic 
project in the Paepcke Gallery, and Hines Gallery, Kresge Building from mid-June to early August. Information: (970) 544-7951. 

Hurst Lecture Series 
Generously underwritten by the Hurst Family Foundation, this series features conversations with renowned and inspiring 
leaders for public audiences in Aspen. Information: www.aspeninstitute.org/hurst.

McCloskey Speaker Series
This summer series presents a unique and diverse roster of distinguished speakers. The series is made possible by a generous 
donation from the McCloskey Family Charitable Foundation. Information: www.aspeninstitute.org/mccloskey.

Murdock Mind, Body, Spirit Series 
The Murdock Mind, Body, Spirit Series reflects the founding principles of the Aspen Institute — a commitment to nurturing the 
“whole” individual — by bringing a range of experts, innovators, and leaders to Aspen to discuss their research and share the 
latest revelations about the link between mindfulness, physical activity, and emotional well-being. The series is generously 
underwritten by Gina and Jerry Murdock. Information: www.aspeninstitute.org/murdock.

NEW VIEWS Documentaries & Dialogue
Documentary filmmaking plays an important role in the sharing of ideas, and as an art form gives voice to issues of critical 
importance. The Aspen Institute Arts Program hosts NEW VIEWS Documentaries & Dialogue, a series featuring critically 
acclaimed documentaries and conversations with special guests. This summer’s series launches during the Aspen Ideas Festival 
and continues through August. NEW VIEWS is generously sponsored by Leonard Lauder and Jane and Michael Eisner. 

Tickets for the Hurst, McCloskey, Murdock, and NEW VIEWS events will be available for sale on the date printed next to the 
event description. Tickets ($20) are available at www.aspenshowtix.com, (970) 920-5770, or through the Wheeler Opera House. 
Society of Fellows reservations may be made by calling (970) 544-7980.
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GENERAL INFORMATION

• Doors open 45 minutes prior to public events.

• All tickets are general admission.

• For sold-out events, the waitlist begins 45 minutes prior to event start time.

• Will-call and waitlist for Greenwald Pavilion is in the Paepcke Building.

• Events are subject to change and cancellation.

• Tickets are nonrefundable and cannot be exchanged.

• Please notify the Wheeler Opera House of any special needs covered 
by the Americans with Disabilities Act. 

• Parking is limited. Please carpool, walk, or ride a We-Cycle bike.  
Information: www.we-cycle.org or ride RFTA (www.rfta.com) 

Tickets
www.aspenshowtix.com 
(970) 920-5770
Aspen Show Tickets Box Office at the Wheeler

Information Line
(970) 544-7970 
(970) 544-7980 for Society of Fellows donors

Website 
www.aspeninstitute.org/aspenevents

WATCH FOR CHANGES AND UPDATES
Visit www.aspeninstitute.org/aspenevents or call (970) 544-7970

for updates, changes, and special events added throughout the summer.

Connect with us on Facebook and Twitter:

Media Partners:

a bike transit system

@AspenInstituteAspenInstituteCP




