
The Aspen Challenge is an opportunity for students’ creativity, teamwork and ingenuity to shine as 
they strengthen their leadership skills. Launched by the Aspen Institute and the Bezos Family 
Foundation, and inspired by the Bezos Scholars Program, participants are empowered to use their 
imagination, enthusiasm, competitive spirit and sense of global citizenship. There are five key steps 
to completing the program.

GET INSPIRED: OPENING FORUM
Students join their peers from schools across the city. Leaders tackling some of 
our toughest problems share their experiences and then issue a challenge to the 
teams asking them to advance solutions. Throughout the event, teams have the 
opportunity to brainstorm with one another, reflect on presentations and begin 
thinking about which challenge they will tackle.

SOLUTION DESIGN: COLLABORATE, CREATE AND ENGAGE
Teams have one week to select their challenge and submit a proposal for a seed 
grant to execute their solution. Teams are encouraged to engage their community 
as they implement their solution. Throughout the process, the Aspen Challenge 
partners provide tools, resources and support.

THE COMPETITION: PRESENT SOLUTIONS
Teams present their bold solutions to a panel of distinguished judges. This includes 
short, on-stage presentations and a standing exhibit. Judges select the top three 
teams based on creativity, feasibility, sustainability, originality and demonstrated 
community support.

SHOWCASE SOLUTIONS AT THE ASPEN IDEAS FESTIVAL
The top teams are invited to participate in the Aspen Ideas Festival (all expenses
paid) and present their solutions to a distinguished gathering of global leaders, 
policymakers and social entrepreneurs who are poised to activate on solutions.

STAY CONNECTED: CONTINUE THE RIPPLE EFFECT
Alumni teams—with support from the Aspen Challenge—are encouraged to 
continue their work and make it sustainable within their community. They are also 
invited to mentor new teams as the program is implemented in their city again.

ABOUT THE ASPEN CHALLENGE

The Aspen Challenge provides a platform and 
inspiration for young people to design solutions 
to some of the most critical problems we face.



The Aspen Challenge was launched by the Aspen Institute and the Bezos Family Foundation.

Founded in Aspen, CO, and based in Washington, DC, the Aspen Institute is an 
educational and policy studies organization. Its mission is to foster leadership 
based on enduring values and provide a nonpartisan venue for dealing with 
critical issues.  aspeninstitute.org

The Bezos Family Foundation supports rigorous, inspired learning environments 
for young people, from birth through high school, to put their education into 
action. Through investments in research, public awareness and programs, the 
foundation works to elevate the field of education and improve life outcomes
for all children. bezosfamilyfoundation.org

“In nine years of teaching, this has been by far the most exciting 
opportunity I have been fortunate to have participated in!” 

— DANIEL JOCZ, COACH FOR THE TEAM O.C.E.A.N. L.A.

Each year, we partner with a metro school district to bring the Aspen Challenge to a new city. Up to 20 
schools are invited to participate. Teams from each school—including eight students, one teacher and 
one principal—are tasked to design solutions to critical challenges and present their work in a city-wide 
competition.

We partner with public high schools that have at least 25 percent of students eligible for free/reduced 
lunch. Schools are tasked with building a standout team that includes the principal, a teacher who serves 
as a coach, and eight students who represent diversity in grade-level, gender and skill set. 
Full participation of each team member in key events is required.

The inaugural Aspen Challenge was launched in Los Angeles in 2013, in partnership with 
Los Angeles Unified School District. For the second year, we partnered with Denver Public Schools 
and for the third year we look forward to partnering with District of Columbia Public Schools.
As we continue to implement the Aspen Challenge in cities across the country, we look forward to 
establishing new district partners and fostering relationships with community organizations and 
sponsors to ensure a sustainable program.
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