US-Vietnam Dialogue Group on Agent Orange/Dioxin
Highlights from the June 2009 M eeting

Washington, D.C.

The fourth meeting of the US-Vietnam Dialogue GroupAgent Orange/
Dioxin (the “DG”) was held in Washington D.C. Juh&, 2009. Dialogue Group
members came together for an informal dinner oretleming of June 1, but the
principal outreach effort began at the Cosmos ©luldune 2, at which time DG
members engaged a broad spectrum of the policy comynwhich included
representatives from non-governmental organizatigogernment and the
academic community. Another highlight was theipgoation of three DG
members in June 4 hearings on Agent Orange in &metrconducted by the Asia

Subcommittee of the House Foreign Affairs Committee

This note summarizes the plenary and break outogesssf the June 2
conference, which resulted in recommendations diicy measures and public-

private partnerships.

Opening Remarks

Ms. Susan V. Berresford, Convener of the US-Vietiialogue Group, summarized the work to
date of the Dialogue Group. She noted the humaanitspirit that led to the formation of the Dialag
Group and that has enabled the DG to find a numbgartners for collaborative efforts. By focugia
significant portion of the Ford Foundation's wornk the Da Nang area, the DG and Ford have been able
to create momentum that, with focused action anceased support, can inform work in other areas of
Vietnam affected by dioxin. In some areas, otlwrais are active in parallel or related work, and

together these hold real promise for significastifs. She remarked that strategies now neet@m
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beyond pilot programs that foundations can helpl fiansizeable governmental investments that can

address the issues on scale.

Ambassador Ngo Quang Xuan, Vietnamese Co-ChalreoDialogue Group, detailed a number
of activities currently underway. Decontaminatamd testing phases to remove dioxin from soil and
water are in train, and some health services andqed to Viethamese affected by exposure to dioxin
He added that the government of Vietham has work#dvarious NGOs and other governments and has
received commitments for both funds and technissistance. In his assessment, Track Il dialogues
have helped to promote awareness of the issueamddupplemented other resources in the 30-year
effort to help over 200,000 victims who have reedigupport so far. He emphasized that this is@ lon
and costly fight. Ambassador Xuan concluded thatremaining challenges will require that existing

public-private partnerships be expanded and thatarees be established where possible.

A Gener ational Dialogue

A panel on varying generational views of the Agerdnge issue was both retrospective and
forward-looking. Professor Marilyn Young from Neéterk University, New York and Mr. Kelvin
Vuong from the Asian Americans/Pacific Islander®hilanthropy in San Francisco were the primary
presenters, with Dr. Charles R. Bailey, Directothef Ford Foundation Special Initiative on Agent

Orange-Dioxin, serving as panel moderator

Professor Marilyn Young maintained that the Vietnafar was the most divisive war in
American history since the Civil War and at no otbeint in U.S. history was governmental foreign
policy so controversial. She described how her geioa’s anti-war movement used images of herbicide
in their attempt to expose the injustice of U.8tita that harmed the Vietnamese as well as WbSp4.
Members of the Kennedy and Johnson administrattbesnedia and Members of Congress urged the
end to the use of chemicals. In addition, many masbf the scientific community protested the use o
chemical warfare through the creation of severaliss of specific birth defects and petitions. f€ssor
Young also suggested that there was a conscioisialeto avoid mention of the detrimental effects o
herbicides used during the war in the 1973 peaweess, on the assumption (from the Vietnamese side)

that this issue would be addressed in post-wanstnaction assistance.



Kelvin Vuong represented a later generation’s paatipe on these issues. He remarked that the
issue of Agent Orange was not addressed by comiesioit older generations of Viethamese-Americans
around whom he was raised, and that it still hagttential to be polarizing. Assimilating int@th
American community was the main focus of the fysheration of immigrants. However, as younger
generation Vietnamese-Americans explore identgyes, a wide spectrum of health issues, includiag t
impact of Agent Orange, have become more salildetbelieves it is important and possible to engage
youth on this issue, as well as to educate thederodietnamese-American community about it. He
believes that younger generations have the advamtfagot being limited by political positions oreth
war. He remarked that addressing the humanitésgares related to Agent Orange will require botbrish

and long-term solutions, and that real progressbeamade over the next few years.

BREAK-OUT SESSIONS

Environment and Clean-Up

The Environment and Clean-Up break out sessiommaderated by DG members, Professor Vo
Quy from the Vietnam National University and Dr.0¢gnan Turekian from the American Association for

the Advancement of Science.

The session began with a review of background b@dniportant issues. On the issue of
reforestationparticipants in the session discussed the facttiiions of acres of forests were
completely destroyed during the war from herbiciddsrty years later, there has been very little re
growth. Vietnamese scientists have learned to raaiial forest canopies in order to encourage
mangrove growth with more success. However, thega®is time, labor and resource intensive. There
are programs in place now to train local leadarigngists and the general public in successfully

reforesting the land and in proper maintenancehaisttandry for the future.

Next steps needed on the issue of re-forestatilnde the need for more help for research to
determine the “carbon sink” of reforestation. A&ammendation was made for a joint governmental and
academic expert dialogue group to develop the sacgscience and improve training. This group could
also develop an exchange track to get top studievissed by building on EPA successes with the

Watershed Academy and similar programs.

On the issue of dioxin containment and remediapamticipants discussed the use of dioxins

during the war that also resulted in chemical cmmation of the topsoil and pond and stream-bottom



sediments in many locations in Vietnam. Over twaaiodioxin-contaminated “hotspots” have been
identified in Vietnam. The three most contaminatetspots, at Da Nang, Bien Hoa and Phu Cat are
receiving priority. At Da Nang, bilateral coopéoatand international aid have contained the prable
and reduced human exposure, but full and final déatien is needed. Bio-remediation, involving theeu
of microbes to destroy the dioxin in topsoil anch@sediments, is the cheapest solution, but stadees

still being done to determine its efficacy, wittomising results to date.

Next steps needed on the issue of dioxin contaiharethremediation include a continued focus
on Da Nang, building on successes with solid resitilhe group discussed a need to develop bio-
remediation as a cost effective decontaminationtssl and to perform risk assessment on various
potential strategies. The solution must also inelpdblic outreach to rekindle support for financiil
and cover serious funding gaps and an effort tistgmiivate sector stakeholders to help fund reatemh

programs.

The Vietnam Dioxin Laboratory funded by the Vietrem®a government and two American
private foundations—Atlantic Philanthropies and Bik & Melinda Gates Foundation—has developed a
detailed implementation plan. The Laboratory wéltwilt in Hanoi and a timeline for breaking grouad
under preparation. The Laboratory is an opportuioityooth technical exchange with the U.S. and the
international technical community in the short and a locus for collaborative scientific studiesethe

facility is fully up to speed. Planners may wishadke these two promising possibilities into acdoun

Disabilitiesand Human Health | ssues

The Disabilities and Human Health Issues breaksession was moderated by DG members, Lt.
General Phung Khac Dang, Vice President, Vietnatendas Association and Ms. Mary Dolan, Vice
President of the National Organization on Disapilit

The session started with some guiding principlas lave formulated an approach to the
problem. The DG has recognized the need to idetftifhgs on the ground that should be happening now
or are happening, but are in need of improvemeekpansion. Solutions should address the widest
possible definition to include mental and cognitiligabilities and recognize that disability occatrsll
stages of life and affects not just the individioait their family and community as well. When tali
about the health affects of Agent-Orange and alfexins, it is important to remember not just the
Vietnamese, but also American soldiers and thoseawk still being affected today.



Dealing with disabilities is a long-term effort threquires advocacy and early identification.
Building a strong disability rights movement in Yfiam is essential in advocating for change. Imprgvi
health monitoring and surveillance capacity wilbyide a better idea of the spectrum of disabilitied
problems. Disabilities from Agent-Orange shouldibd together with other disabilities in Vietnam to
strengthen support groups and the advocacy comynuifiifgent-Orange is not considered a unique

cause of disability, but as part of a larger digbtommunity context, more funds can be raised.

Three groups have a large stake in advocacy: garamilies, and caregivers; people with
disabilities; and health professionals. Therelisige dearth of social support for the Viethamesehled

community. Stronger contact and cooperation antlbage three groups would be beneficial.

Participants called for greater advocacy on adirgstisability needs in both the United States
and Vietnam. Professional development and emplaymest be a focus in Vietnam for the disability
community. And finally, there is a desire to hilisabled workers, but the disabled are not trained
work. Education of the disabled should be coupléh eultivating teachers and social workers to work
with the disabled to help them become independety testing for disabilities should become roetin

perhaps by tying it to existing medical routinestsas vaccinations.

Public-Private Partner ships and Policy

The Public-Private Partnerships and Policy bredlsession was moderated by DG chairs,
Ambassador Ngo Quang Xuan of the National AssembWietnam, and Mr. Walter Isaacson of the

Aspen Institute.

The discussion began with overview points. A pgrént maintained that it was important to
explore a wide range of progressive approaches dlifferent institutions and try to prevent redundan
efforts; nevertheless, institutions might end umpeting with each other. Participants recommeraded
humanitarian approach which identifies and deliwedsitions. Some participants also expressed #he vi
that a humanitarian approach may not be sufficeamd, that it may be necessary to press the US
Government and Americans more broadly to accepempecific responsibility for the continuing impact
of Agent Orange in Vietham. Another participaninped to a middle ground and observed that the
problem is a shared one, and should therefore @essed jointly.

One participant mentioned the basic lackexbgnition of the problem has led to insufficient

appropriation of federal funds towards this isfueecond discussant suggested that faith-based



organizations such as the Catholic Church did dilole job with post Katrina reconstruction and didou
be considered. One of the co-chairs suggestedeBbak Group called “US-Vietnam Agent Orange

Group” to be started immediately.

Three additional recommendations were made. Wiastassembling g a core group of 3to 7
companies to provide financial support for Agenaie activities. Marketing to the Vietnam veterans
within these companies may be effective. Secorglmanaging people-to-people contact through
internet groups to coordinate with other nonprdfitelved. Third, the group encouraged a US-
Vietnamese military dialogue to share knowledgetbér possible hot spots. Lastly, some particgpant
called for a long-term strategy and master plahithboth sustainable and purpose-driven.

The day concluded with a press conference at the Aspen I nstitute with DG Convener Susan
V. Berresford and the two Co-Chairs, Ambassador Ngo Quang Xuan and Walter |saacson.



