
While the Aspen Challenge provides 

inspiration and a platform for young 

people to address pressing issues, 

it is also about building engaged 

communities. With local support from 

grantors such as the Moriah Fund, the 

Random Acts of Kindness Foundation, 

and the Denver Foundation, the Los 

Angeles Unified School District and 

Denver Public Schools have hosted 

the Aspen Challenge in subsequent 

years. As the Aspen Challenge 

launches in a new city every year, 

support from the local community will 

be critical to continue realizing the 

inspiring work of these young 

leaders and educators.
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  theaspenchallenge

#aspenchallenge

... the biggest prize for us 

is to be recognized 

and have people of 

such a high caliber 

listen to our ideas. 

— Mia Brumfield

Westchester High School senior

 from the Los Angeles Times

The Aspen Challenge, launched by the Aspen 

Institute and the Bezos Family Foundation, 

provides inspiration, a platform and tools 

for young people to design solutions 

to some of the most critical and complicated 

problems that humanity faces. Today’s young 

people are moments away from being 

tomorrow’s decision-makers and this program 

offers them a chance to practice their critical 

thinking, tap into their creativity, and offer 

their fresh perspective on issues within 

our society. 

Through the Aspen Challenge, young people 

and educators are leading change on a 

range of topics including STEAM education, 

clean water, nutrition and poverty. Representing 

diverse communities and backgrounds, 

these students and educators share a 

commitment to creating positive change 

in the world. The Aspen Challenge helps them 

do just that.

Empowering 
Young Global 

Citizens

The Bezos Family Foundation supports 

rigorous, inspired learning environments for 

young people, from birth through high school, 

to put their education into action. Through 

investments in research, public awareness and 

programs, the foundation works to elevate the 

field of education and improve life outcomes for 

all children. Our vision is that all young people 

are prepared to achieve their full potential and 

make a meaningful contribution to society.

Founded in Aspen, CO, in 1950 and based 

in Washington, DC, the Aspen Institute is an 

educational and policy studies organization. Its 

mission is to foster leadership based on enduring 

values and provide a nonpartisan venue for 

dealing with critical issues. 
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NORTH H.S.
Denver, Colorado 

 

PLAY
PLAY Denver’s 

founders tackled the 

concept of bringing 

“play” to impoverished 

neighborhoods. They 

built a bike path that 

parallels existing 

train tracks in their 

neighborhood, collected 

bikes to loan to kids, 

and are now working 

with Denver transit to 

provide educational 

games at bus stops.

TAFT H.S. 
Woodland Hills, CA  

SPREADING 
SPROUTS  

With 65 members 

and counting, Taft’s 

Spreading Sprouts 

Club planted four 

gardens at Woodland 

Hills Elementary and 

Calvert Elementary 

School and taught 

students the 

principles of STEAM 

(science, technology, 

engineering, art, 

and math).

BRAVO 
MEDICAL 

MAGNET H.S.  
Los Angeles, CA

 

CLUB 
WAVE-UP

Club Wave-Up has completed 

five beach clean-up events, 

with upwards of 50 volunteers 

participating at each one. 

They are striving to adopt a 

beach through the Heal the 

Bay program to continue 

their stewardship and are 

developing a partnership with 

Power Save Schools to design 

an energy conversation plan.
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Across each city, 20 teams of 10—eight high school students, one coach (teacher) 

and one principal—join together for the Aspen Challenge. Each team 

member brings a unique background, perspective and skill set to the experience. 

GET INSPIRED Teams gather to hear 

from leaders—such as inventor Dean Kamen, 

oceanographer David Gallo, and artist Judy Baca—

who tackle some of our toughest problems. They 

exhibit the passion behind what they do and issue 

challenges, asking the teams to advance solutions.

DESIGN BOLD SOLUTIONS 
With tools, resources and ongoing support from 

the Aspen Challenge, teams are given seven weeks 

to design a model solution to the challenge 

of their choice and engage their community 

to pilot their solution. 

SHOWCASE SOLUTIONS 
Teams present their solutions to a panel 

of distinguished judges who select top 

teams based on creativity, feasibility, 

sustainability and teamwork. 

ENGAGE GLOBAL LEADERS 
The top teams participate in the Aspen Ideas 

Festival, where they present their solutions to, 

and engage with, a myriad of global leaders, 

policymakers and social entrepreneurs.

THE RIPPLE EFFECT Alumni 

teams continue to push the boundaries of their 

solution by staying engaged and inspiring 

change in their home communities and beyond.
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Chris Howard

Denver 

2014

 

Laura Zabel

Denver 

2014

John Legend

Los Angeles 

2013
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