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Irregular Work: Supply 

Why Irregular Work? 
• Caring for a dependent adult 
• Unpredictable medical issues 
• Complex childcare needs 
• Starting a home business 
• Studying 
• Existing partial employment 



Irregular Work: Demand 



Creating the market 

This grid shows how many workers approved for Street Warden are available - and willing to work at 

Station Road, SE6 4RU – each hour for the next ten weeks. Highlight chosen hours to view workers. 

http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=JRF+rowntree&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=VeD8zvZ6HvVAoM&tbnid=cRAjrBlG30mVsM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.iomarthosting.com/info-centre/case-studies&ei=r_vTUZ-AB4nK0QXlroHYDg&bvm=bv.48705608,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNHI8d5Y9aUAG4ENdOAYeFhtJ0oUeg&ust=1372933388887983
http://www.ippr.org/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=institute+for+economic+affairs&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=2wFjf21lwiMWOM&tbnid=Y7GLtMAaQ2RqeM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.efficiencyandproductivity.co.uk/&ei=KvzTUaukOYnW0QWKkoCoBA&bvm=bv.48705608,d.ZG4&psig=AFQjCNHqIjQjUpXM0yGqA3a3xg9O8olrlw&ust=1372933504515357


DWP opposition 

“It would seem unlikely that 
Jobcentre Plus’ Labour 
Market System and benefit 
processing would be able to 
work with the very 
professional, automated 
and slick  [CEDAH] system”. 
 

DWP INTERNAL REPORT: 
May 2007 



Small scale pilots 

http://www.lbhf.gov.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=windsor+maidenhead+council&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=o13cd3fnerxzcM&tbnid=cCygJAMwnV9PZM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://www.rbwm.gov.uk/&ei=ljndUYKeNYeo0AXV4IDQAQ&bvm=bv.48705608,d.d2k&psig=AFQjCNHdvnXjdM1Di3W-y3EODviCF-6ORA&ust=1373539084401591


Irregular Work 2015 

Drivers of supply: 

• Partial 
employment 

• Forced 
freelancing 

• Disengagement 
 

 

• [AUTOMATION] 

Drivers of 
demand: 

• Micro-business 
growth 

• Services sector 
growth 
– Responsiveness 

– Care (ageing 
populations) 

– “Sharing economy” 
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Small scale pilot 

Early supply is individual. Early demand is institutional. 



Good launch 

Requires: $2.3m demand over 12 
months in 1 travel area (Minimum). 



Irregular Work: public bodies 

Indirect demand: 
• Housing 

• Large employers 

• Chamber commerce 

• Tourism 

• Construction tasks 

• Data entry 

 

PROJECTS? 
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