
	

	
	

	
 

APRIL 29 – MAY 4, 2018 

SEMINAR ELIGIBILITY & APPLICATION GUIDELINES 

The SEMINAR ON STRATEGY FOR ARTIST-ENDOWED FOUNDATION LEADERS, presented 
collaboratively by the Aspen Institute Artist-Endowed Foundations Initiative (AEFI) and 
University of Miami School of Law (UMSL), supports the professional development of 
individuals who currently have, or will have, policy-setting and leadership responsibilities for 
artist-endowed foundations—directors, officers, trustees, board members, senior staff—as well 
as those supporting an artist’s legacy planning with respect to a potential foundation.   
 
The Seminar is based on findings of AEFI’s National Study of Artist-Endowed Foundations and 
subsequent research publications, viewable at www.aspeninstitute.org/aefi, and focuses 
specifically on the strategic concerns of leaders orienting themselves to the field. By building the 
capacity of foundation leaders, the Seminar advances AEFI’s mission to strengthen the charitable 
impact of the emerging artist-endowed foundation field. The following eligibility and application 
guidelines support that mission. By submitting an application to participate in the Seminar, 
all applicants affirm that they and their organizations comply with the eligibility and 
application guidelines presented here. 
 
Foundation Status 
An artist-endowed foundation is defined as a tax-exempt, private foundation created or 
endowed by a visual artist, the artist’s surviving spouse, or other heirs or beneficiaries, in order 
to own the artist’s assets for use in furthering charitable and educational activities serving a 
public benefit. For a leader’s eligibility to apply to the Seminar, the associated 
foundation’s tax-exempt status must be established or pending. Where the foundation is 
prospective, a letter by the associated artist must confirm that legacy planning activities 
are underway currently. 
 
Eligibility 
The Seminar is designed specifically for leaders of artist-endowed foundations, defined as those 
individuals who hold policy-setting and leadership responsibilities for an artist-endowed 
foundation, as well as individuals designated to assume a foundation leadership role in the 
future, for example upon the artist’s death. To be eligible to apply to the Seminar, a 
leader’s role must be formalized currently or, where the role is prospective, must be 
affirmed by the foundation’s founder in a letter of recommendation. 
 
Further, the ability to participate fully, as described below, is a condition of eligibility. 
Candidates must be fluent in English. 
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Full Participation 
The Seminar expects participants to use this opportunity to build their expertise about artist-
endowed foundations broadly, so that in addition to achieving success in their particular 
leadership positions, they also will play a productive role in the artist-endowed foundation field 
at large, for example as board members, on advisory committees, etc.  
 
• Individuals who are only selectively interested in the Seminar’s offerings should not 

apply 
 
• Those who anticipate the need to be involved in their foundation’s ongoing business 

during the period of April 29-May 4, 2018, and thus will not be able to participate 
fully in all Seminar sessions and evening events, should apply to attend the Seminar 
in another year.  

 
Selection Process and Criteria 
The candidate pool will be established by open application. The Seminar Admissions 
Committee, comprising AEFI staff and advisors, will make all selections for participation in the 
Seminar, evaluating applications by eligible candidates that have been submitted by the deadline.  
 
Selections will be made with the aim of creating a cadre of participants that will optimally serve 
the educational goals of individual participants and the group as a whole, as well as contribute 
to strengthening the field’s charitable impact more broadly. Selection for participation is 
non-transferrable. 
 
Seminar Dates  
Sunday, April 29–Friday, May 4, 2018. An opening dinner on April 29, followed by five full-day 
sessions, 9:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., with some evening activities. 
 
2018 Timeline 
Applications to participate in the Seminar on Strategy for Artist-Endowed Foundation Leaders 
may be submitted at www.aspeninstitute.org/aefi. Key dates in the process are as follows: 
 
• March 5 – Applications Deadline 

• March 12 – Acceptance Notification 

• March 28 – Tuition Payment Deadline 

• April 29 – Seminar Convenes in New York City 
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Application Components 
A complete application includes the following items: 

1. Online Seminar application form, submitted at www.aspeninstitute.org/aefi  
 

2. A single, consolidated pdf document (with the applicant’s name and “Seminar” in the file 
   title), to be uploaded with the online registration form, and to include:  
 
  ☐ Applicant’s letter stating their motivations and goals for participation in the 
       Seminar, particular interests, and expectations of the Seminar experience;  
   
  ☐ Current CV (no longer than four pages); and 

☐ Two letters of recommendation, provided by individuals familiar with the         
 current or prospective leadership responsibilities, addressing how the applicant 
     potentially would benefit from, and contribute to, the Seminar. 

 
3. A pdf of the foundation’s annual tax return (with the foundation’s name and “Seminar” in the 

file title), to be uploaded with the online registration form: 
 
☐ The foundation’s most recent Form 990-PF (if exemption is pending, provide 
     Form 1023, Application for Recognition of Exemption). A non-US foundation 
     may provide its country’s comparable documentation affirming nonprofit status. 
 
☐ In cases where the foundation is prospective, a letter from the associated artist 
     confirming that legacy planning activities are underway currently. 
 

Seminar Tuition 
Tuition for the 2018 Seminar is $3,850 USD, payment due upon notification of 
acceptance and no later than March 28. Tuition covers course sessions and course 
materials and two evening events (Sunday, April 29 Seminar opening dinner and Thursday, May 
3 Seminar reception). Participants are responsible for all other costs, such as travel, room, and 
meal expenses for the week. 
 
Seminar Refund Policy  
Given the timing of the application process and commencement of the Seminar, no 
tuition refunds will be made. In the case of an inability to participate, with prior approval by 
AEFI, tuition may be applied to participation in the subsequent year’s Seminar if the individual 
remains in a foundation leadership position at that time. 
 
Further Information 
Please email christine.vincent@aspeninstitute.org with questions. 
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