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 First Inaugural Address of Franklin D. Roosevelt   
By Saturday, March 4, 1933 

  

 
I am certain that my fellow Americans expect that on my induction into the Presidency I will 
address them with a candor and a decision which the present situation of our Nation impels. 
This is preeminently the time to speak the truth, the whole truth, frankly and boldly. Nor need 
we shrink from honestly facing conditions in our country today. This great Nation will endure 5 

as it has endured, will revive and will prosper. So, first of all, let me assert my firm belief that 
the only thing we have to fear is fear itself--nameless, unreasoning, unjustified terror which 
paralyzes needed efforts to convert retreat into advance. In every dark hour of our national life 
a leadership of frankness and vigor has met with that understanding and support of the people 
themselves which is essential to victory. I am convinced that you will again give that support 10 

to leadership in these critical days. 
 
… 
 
For the trust reposed in me I will return the courage and the devotion that befit the time. I can 15 

do no less. 
 
We face the arduous days that lie before us in the warm courage of the national unity; with the 
clear consciousness of seeking old and precious moral values; with the clean satisfaction that 
comes from the stem performance of duty by old and young alike. We aim at the assurance of 20 

a rounded and permanent national life. 
 
We do not distrust the future of essential democracy. The people of the United States have not 
failed. In their need they have registered a mandate that they want direct, vigorous action. 
They have asked for discipline and direction under leadership. They have made me the present 25 

instrument of their wishes. In the spirit of the gift I take it. 
 
In this dedication of a Nation we humbly ask the blessing of God. May He protect each and 
every one of us. May He guide me in the days to come. 


